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Summary 
In a referendum held on 23 June 2016, the majority of those who voted 
chose to leave the European Union.  

On 29 March 2017, in writing to European Council President Donald 
Tusk, the Prime Minister formally triggered Article 50 and began the 
two-year countdown to the UK formally leaving the EU (commonly 
known as ‘Brexit’). 

The UK had long been expected to leave the European Union at 11pm 
on 29 March 2019.  However, following a House of Commons vote on 
14 March 2019, the Government sought permission from the EU to 
extend Article 50 and agree a later Brexit date. 

On 20 March 2019 the Prime Minister wrote to European Council 
President Donald Tusk, asking to extend Article 50 until 30 June 2019. 

Following a European Council meeting the next day, EU27 leaders 
agreed to grant an extension comprising two possible dates: 22 May 
2019, should the Withdrawal Agreement gain approval from MPs; or 12 
April 2019, should the Withdrawal Agreement not be approved by the 
House of Commons. 

On 2 April 2019, the Prime Minister announced she will seek a further 
extension to the Article 50 process and offered to meet the Leader of 
the Opposition to agree a deal that can win the support of MPs. 

At a meeting of the European Council on 10 April 2019, the UK and 
EU27 agreed to extend Article 50 until 31 October 2019. 

On 19 October 2019, the Prime Minister’s new Brexit deal was lost on 
amendment in the Commons.  In accordance with the European Union 
(Withdrawal) (No. 2) Act 2019 – commonly known as the ‘Benn Act’ – 
the Prime Minister wrote to European Council president Donald Tusk, to 
request an extension to the Brexit process.  

On 28 October 2019, EU Ambassadors agreed a further Brexit extension 
to 31 January 2020. The Prime Minister confirmed the UK’s agreement 
to this. 

On 12 December 2019, Boris Johnson won a majority in the UK General 
Election and reaffirmed his commitment to ‘get Brexit done‘ by 31 
January 2020. 

On 23 January 2020, the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 
2020 received Royal Assent.  This is the legislation that will implement 
the withdrawal agreement negotiated by the UK and the EU. 

At 11pm on 31 January 2020, the UK left the European Union and 
entered a transition period that is due to run until the end of the year. 
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This paper provides a timeline of the major events leading up to the 
referendum and subsequent dates of note, including Brexit Day itself.   

This paper also provides information on negotiations on the UK-EU 
future relationship as the implementation period continues. 
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1. Events leading up to the EU 
Referendum on 23 June 2016 

Key events 

17 December 2015: The European Union Referendum Act receives Royal Assent, providing 
for a referendum on the UK’s future membership of the EU. 

22 February 2016: The Prime Minister announces the EU referendum date – 23 June 2016. 

 

23 January 2013 In a speech at Bloomberg, Prime Minister David 
Cameron discusses the future of the European 
Union and declares he is in favour of an in-out 
referendum in the future on the basis of a new 
settlement for the UK in the EU. 

14 April 2015 Launch of the Conservative Party Manifesto for 
the 2015 General Election. 

This pledges: “Real change in our relationship 
with the European Union” and commits to 
“hold an in-out referendum on our 
membership of the EU before the end of 
2017”. 

25-26 June 2015 Meeting of the European Council.  Here, the 
Prime Minister sets out his plans for an in-out 
referendum.  It is the first step in the 
negotiation process and the European Council 
agrees to return to the issue in December. 

15-16 October 
2015 

European Council meeting. 

19 October 2015 The Prime Minister makes a statement to 
Parliament on the previous week’s European 
Council meeting.  He sets out the four things 
he needs to achieve for the UK’s renegotiation 
package in the areas of economic governance, 
competitiveness, sovereignty and social 
benefits and free movement 

10 November 2015 David Cameron delivers a speech on Europe to 
Chatham House, setting out the case for EU 
reform and reaffirming his commitment to an 
EU referendum before the end of 2017. 

In a letter to Donald Tusk the Prime Minister 
sets out the four areas where he is seeking 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/36/crossheading/the-referendum
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/manifesto2015/ConservativeManifesto2015.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2015/06/EUCO-conclusions-pdf/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2015-10-19/debates/15101913000001/EuropeanCouncil
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-speech-on-europe
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/475679/Donald_Tusk_letter.pdf
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reform as part of negotiations on the UK’s 
membership of the EU. 

17 December 2015 The European Union Referendum Act receives 
Royal Assent. This provides for the holding of a 
referendum in the UK and Gibraltar on 
whether the UK should remain a member of 
the EU. 

2 February 2016 Donald Tusk writes to Members of the 
European Council on his proposal for a new 
settlement for the UK within the EU. 

The European Council publishes its Draft 
Decision concerning a ‘New Settlement for the 
United Kingdom within the European Union’. 

3 February 2016 The Prime Minister gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on the progress made 
regarding the UK-EU renegotiation.  

18-19 February 
2016 

European Council meeting. 

19 February 2016 Following the meeting of the European 
Council, David Cameron gives a statement 
outlining his negotiations to secure a deal 
giving the UK special status in the EU. 

22 February 2016 The Prime Minister announces the EU 
referendum date – 23 June 2016 – after 
securing a deal on Britain's membership of the 
EU. 

The government publishes The best of both 
worlds: the United Kingdom’s special status in 
a reformed European Union. 

In the House of Commons, David Cameron 
makes a statement on the UK’s new special 
status in the EU and announces the date of the 
referendum. 

11-13 April 2016 Published by the Government on 6 April, an EU 
referendum leaflet is delivered to every 
household in the UK, setting out the case for 
remaining in the EU. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/36/crossheading/the-referendum
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/02/02-letter-tusk-proposal-new-settlement-uk/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/president/pdf/new-settlement/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/president/pdf/new-settlement/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-02-03/debates/16020344000001/UK-EURenegotiation
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-statement-following-european-council-meeting-19-february-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-best-of-both-worlds-the-united-kingdoms-special-status-in-a-reformed-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-best-of-both-worlds-the-united-kingdoms-special-status-in-a-reformed-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-best-of-both-worlds-the-united-kingdoms-special-status-in-a-reformed-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-commons-statement-on-eu-reform-and-referendum-22-february-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/why-the-government-believes-that-voting-to-remain-in-the-european-union-is-the-best-decision-for-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/why-the-government-believes-that-voting-to-remain-in-the-european-union-is-the-best-decision-for-the-uk
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2. Referendum – General Election 

Key events 

23 June 2016: UK holds referendum on its membership of the EU, with the majority of voters 
choosing to leave the EU (51.9% of the vote versus 48.1% voting to remain). 

24 June 2016: Prime Minister David Cameron announces his intention to resign. 

13 July 2016: Theresa May becomes the new UK Prime Minister. 

2 October 2016: In her Party Conference speech, Theresa May announces a ‘Great Repeal 
Bill’ and confirms Article 50 will be triggered before the end of March 2017. 

3 November 2016: High Court gives its judgment in the Gina Miller case, finding in favour of 
the claimants.  The Government announces it will appeal against the decision. 

17 January 2017: Prime Minister gives her Lancaster House speech, setting out the 
Government’s ‘Plan for Britain’ and the priorities that the UK will use to negotiate Brexit. 

24 January 2017: Supreme Court rejects the Government’s appeal of the Gina Miller case. 

26 January 2017: Government publishes European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Bill. 

2 February 2017: Government publishes its Brexit White Paper, formally setting out its 
strategy for the UK to leave the EU. 

16 March 2017: European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Act received Royal Assent. 

29 March 2017: Prime Minister triggers Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union. 

30 March 2017: Government publishes the Great Repeal Bill White Paper. 

18 April 2017: Prime Minister calls a General Election – to be held on 8 June 2017. 

 

23 June 2016 The UK holds a referendum on its membership 
of the EU.  The question posed to the 
electorate: “Should the United Kingdom 
remain a member of the European Union or 
leave the European Union?” 

24 June 2016 Result of the referendum is announced, with 
the majority of voters choosing to leave the EU.  
The referendum results are:  

Remain: 16,141,241   (48.1%)                                                  
Leave:  17,410,742   (51.9%) 

In a statement outside 10 Downing St, Prime 
Minister David Cameron announces his 
resignation, though will stay in office until a 
new leader is in place, which should be by the 
Conservative Party Conference in October. 

EU leaders and the Netherlands EU Presidency 
release a statement on the outcome of the UK 
referendum. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/eu-referendum-outcome-pm-statement-24-june-2016
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/press-releases-pdf/2016/6/47244643334_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/press-releases-pdf/2016/6/47244643334_en.pdf
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27 June 2016 David Cameron gives a statement to the House 
of Commons on the outcome of the EU 
Referendum. 

28-29 June 2016 European Council meeting, the first since the 
referendum. 

Following the meeting on 28 June, the Prime 
Minister gives a statement and answers 
questions. 

29 June 2016 David Cameron makes a statement to the 
House of Commons on the first EU Council 
meeting since the referendum. 

13 July 2016 Theresa May becomes the new UK Prime 
Minister.  

David Davis is appointed Secretary of State for 
Exiting the European Union. 

20 July 2016 Speaking to the President of the European 
Council, Theresa May suggests that the UK 
relinquishes the rotating Presidency of the 
Council, scheduled for the second half of 
2017. 

13 August 2016 Chancellor Philip Hammond guarantees EU 
funding beyond the date the UK leaves the EU. 

1 September 2016 Writing in the Belfast Telegraph ahead of a trip 
to Northern Ireland, David Davis insists “We 
don’t want a hard border post Brexit… we 
remain open for business.” 

5 September 2016 David Davis makes a statement to the House of 
Commons, explaining the work of the 
Department for Exiting the European Union. 

8 September 2016 In an Irish Times article, David Davis insists 
Ireland will not have to choose between having 
a strong commitment to the UK or to the EU – 
it can and should have both. 

Theresa May holds her first formal bilateral 
meeting with European Council President 
Donald Tusk to discuss the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU. 

2 October 2016 In her speech to the Conservative Party 
Conference, the Prime Minister announces a 
‘Great Repeal Bill’ to repeal the European 
Communities Act 1972. 

In the same speech the Prime Minister confirms 
that she will trigger Article 50 before the end 
of March 2017 and declares: 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-27/debates/1606275000001/OutcomeOfTheEUReferendum
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-27/debates/1606275000001/OutcomeOfTheEUReferendum
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/european-council-meeting-28-june-2016-pm-press-conference--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/european-council-meeting-28-june-2016-pm-press-conference--2
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-06-29/debates/16062966000001/EUCouncil
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-philip-hammond-guarantees-eu-funding-beyond-date-uk-leaves-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-philip-hammond-guarantees-eu-funding-beyond-date-uk-leaves-the-eu
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/david-davis-we-dont-want-hard-border-post-brexit-northern-ireland-still-open-for-business-35011702.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/david-davis-we-dont-want-hard-border-post-brexit-northern-ireland-still-open-for-business-35011702.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/david-davis-we-dont-want-hard-border-post-brexit-northern-ireland-still-open-for-business-35011702.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-09-05/debates/580694B7-CD84-4929-8DCF-BAF46D47AF64/ExitingTheEuropeanUnion
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/ireland-does-not-have-to-choose-between-the-uk-and-the-eu-1.2783042
https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/political-parties/conservative-party/news/79517/read-full-theresa-mays-conservative
https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/political-parties/conservative-party/news/79517/read-full-theresa-mays-conservative


9 Commons Library Briefing, 10 June 2020 

“It is not up to the House of 
Commons to invoke Article 50, and it 
is not up to the House of Lords. It is up 
to the Government to trigger Article 
50 and the Government alone”. 

David Davis announces that the Government 
plans to repeal the 1972 European 
Communities Act (ECA). 

4 October 2016 The High Court of Justice in Northern Ireland 
hears a legal challenge to Brexit. The question 
for the court is whether the UK Government 
needs the consent of the Northern Ireland 
Assembly to leave the EU. 

10 October 2016 David Davis makes a statement to the House of 
Commons on the next steps in leaving the EU. 

13 October 2016 Nicola Sturgeon, First Minister of Scotland and 
SNP leader, announces that a Scottish 
independence referendum bill will be published 
for consultation. She later says that a second 
referendum on Scottish independence is likely 
by 2020. 

13, 17-18 October 
2016 

The High Court hears the Gina Miller case: 
judicial review proceedings challenging the 
legality of the UK Government’s proposed use 
of prerogative powers to give notice of 
intention to leave the EU under Article 50. 

20-21 October 
2016 

European Council meeting.  At the end of the 
session, Theresa May gives a statement 
regarding the subjects covered in the meeting 
and takes questions. 

24 October 2016 The Prime Minister gives a Statement to the 
House of Commons on the previous week’s 
meeting of the European Council. 

Theresa May chairs her first Joint Ministerial 
Committee meeting with Devolved 
Administration leaders, with ‘exiting the EU’ 
being a major theme of the meeting. 

28 October 2016 The High Court in Northern Ireland rules in 
favour of the UK Government, following the 
court case heard on 4 October. 

3 November 2016 The High Court gives its judgment in R (Gina 
Miller & Dos Santos) v Secretary of State for 
Exiting the European Union.  

The Court finds in favour of the claimants and 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-10/debates/6CE5F6BB-3AA4-4332-BF7A-577DB35BDB77/NextStepsInLeavingTheEuropeanUnion
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/european-council-october-2016-prime-ministers-press-statement
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-24/debates/F99B93B4-3091-4B2C-A3D2-2AAC1CB4939E/EuropeanCouncil
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-ministerial-committee-24-october-2016-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-ministerial-committee-24-october-2016-statement
https://www.courtsni.gov.uk/en-GB/Judicial%20Decisions/PublishedByYear/Documents/2016/%5B2016%5D%20NIQB%2085/j_j_MAG10076Final.htm
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/judgments/r-miller-v-secretary-of-state-for-exiting-the-european-union/
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/judgments/r-miller-v-secretary-of-state-for-exiting-the-european-union/
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/judgments/r-miller-v-secretary-of-state-for-exiting-the-european-union/
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rules the Government cannot, according to the 
UK’s constitutional law, use prerogative 
powers to give the notice required by Article 
50 TEU to withdraw from the European Union. 

The Government says it will appeal against the 
decision and is granted permission to 
“leapfrog” the Court of Appeal and go directly 
to the Supreme Court. 

The Government maintains its intention to stick 
to the March 2017 timetable for Article 50 to 
be invoked. 

7 November 2016 David Davis gives a Statement to the House of 
Commons on the process for invoking Article 
50. 

24 November 2016 Alex Ellis, the current British Ambassador to 
Brazil, is appointed Director General at the 
Department for Exiting the European Union 
and will take up his position in January 2017. 

5-8 December 2016 The UK’s Supreme Court hears the 
Government’s appeal against the High Court 
ruling that Parliament must vote on whether 
Article 50 can be triggered. 

For the first time ever, the Supreme Court sits 
en banc, meaning that all sitting justices hear 
the case. 

7 December 2016 The House of Commons vote on respecting the 
outcome of the referendum is passed by a 
large majority.  

MPs also call on the Prime Minister to commit 
to publishing the Government’s plan for 
leaving the EU before Article 50 is invoked. 

3 January 2017 Sir Ivan Rogers, the UK Permanent 
Representative to the EU, resigns. 

4 January 2017 Sir Tim Barrow is appointed as UK Permanent 
Representative to the EU, taking up the role 
the following week. 

17 January 2017 David Davis gives a statement to the House of 
Commons on the ‘New Partnership with the 
EU”. 

In a speech at Lancaster House the Prime 
Minister sets out the government’s ‘Plan for 
Britain’ – the plan for leaving the EU – which 
includes 12 priorities that the UK Government 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/high-court-ruling-on-article-50-statement
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-07/debates/C59A3B55-6FB3-455D-B704-F8B1BF5A5AF5/Article50
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-07/debates/C59A3B55-6FB3-455D-B704-F8B1BF5A5AF5/Article50
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sir-tim-barrow-appointed-as-uk-permanent-representative-to-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sir-tim-barrow-appointed-as-uk-permanent-representative-to-the-eu
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-17/debates/6431DE1E-FD3D-4930-BF67-3E86346E0F43/NewPartnershipWithTheEU
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-17/debates/6431DE1E-FD3D-4930-BF67-3E86346E0F43/NewPartnershipWithTheEU
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will use to negotiate Brexit: The government’s 
negotiating objectives for exiting the EU.  

19 January 2017 The Prime Minister writes in The Times 
Scotland on her plans for the whole of the UK 
to benefit post-Brexit: “I want an exit that will 
work for all of us” 

Writing in The Sun, Theresa May explains how 
the Government’s plan for exiting the EU fits 
into her wider plan for a better Britain: “We 
will create a fairer society”. 

Addressing the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Theresa May speaks about her plans for 
Brexit and a Global Britain: Davos 2017: Prime 
Minister’s speech. 

24 January 2017 The Supreme Court rejects (by a majority of 8 
to 3) the Government’s appeal against the 
November 2016 High Court ruling and states 
that Ministers “require the authority of primary 
legislation” in order to give the Article 50 
notice. 

On the devolution questions raised, the Court 
unanimously holds that the UK Parliament is 
not legally required to seek consent from the 
devolved legislatures. 

Responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling, the 
Government issues the following statement: 

“The British people voted to leave the 
EU, and the government will deliver on 
their verdict – triggering Article 50, as 
planned, by the end of March. Today’s 
ruling does nothing to change that. 

It’s important to remember that 
Parliament backed the referendum by 
a margin of 6 to 1 and has already 
indicated its support for getting on 
with the process of exit to the 
timetable we have set out. 

We respect the Supreme Court’s 
decision, and will set out our next 
steps to Parliament shortly”. 

David Davis gives a statement to the House of 
Commons on Article 50, in response to the 
judgment by the Supreme Court. 

26 January 2017 With legislation a requirement following the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, the Government 
publishes a draft Bill that will allow the UK to 
start the process of leaving the EU: The 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-governments-negotiating-objectives-for-exiting-the-eu-pm-speech
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-governments-negotiating-objectives-for-exiting-the-eu-pm-speech
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/i-want-a-brexit-that-will-work-for-all-of-us-prxmlkgfs
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/i-want-a-brexit-that-will-work-for-all-of-us-prxmlkgfs
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2649350/theresa-may-exclusively-tells-sun-readers-well-make-brexit-work-for-workers-as-she-pledges-to-build-a-stronger-uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2649350/theresa-may-exclusively-tells-sun-readers-well-make-brexit-work-for-workers-as-she-pledges-to-build-a-stronger-uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/davos-2017-prime-ministers-speech-to-the-world-economic-forum
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/davos-2017-prime-ministers-speech-to-the-world-economic-forum
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2016-0196-judgment.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-24/debates/D423AEE6-BE36-4935-AD6A-5CA316582A9C/Article50
https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0132/17132.pdf


12 Brexit timeline: events leading to the UK’s exit from the European Union 

European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) 
Bill. 

The Bill is very short, with only one operative 
clause: 

1. Power to notify withdrawal 
from the EU 

(1) The Prime Minister may notify, 
under Article 50(2) of the Treaty on 
European Union, the United 
Kingdom’s intention to withdraw from 
the EU. 

(2) This section has effect despite any 
provision made by or under the 
European Communities Act 1972 or 
any other enactment. 

 

30 January 2017 Writing in the Irish Times, the Prime Minister 
sets out the Government’s commitment to the 
UK’s relationship with the Republic of Ireland:  
I want Ireland and the UK to have a stronger 
relationship after Brexit. 

1 February 2017 The European Union (Notification of 
Withdrawal) Bill passes its Second Reading in 
the House of Commons by 498 votes to 114. 

2 February 2017 The Government publishes its Brexit White 
Paper, formally setting out its strategy for 
exiting the EU: The United Kingdom’s exit 
from, and new partnership with, the European 
Union. 

Following publication of the Brexit White 
Paper, David Davis gives a statement to the 
House of Commons. 

6 February 2017 The Prime Minister gives a statement to 
Parliament on issues discussed at the informal 
European Council in Malta: migration, America 
and Brexit. 

7 February 2017 UK ministers hold the first meeting of a new 
forum dedicated to discussing the implications 
of Brexit for the Overseas Territories. 

8 February 2017 The European Union (Notification of 
Withdrawal) Bill passes its Third Reading in the 
House of Commons, by 494 votes to 122. 

The Bill now moves to the House of Lords. 

https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0132/17132.pdf
https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0132/17132.pdf
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/theresa-may-i-want-ireland-and-the-uk-to-have-a-stronger-relationship-after-brexit-1.3029328
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/theresa-may-i-want-ireland-and-the-uk-to-have-a-stronger-relationship-after-brexit-1.3029328
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-02-01/division/43D8AC50-30D9-4CF0-8DCD-83439022CBB1/EuropeanUnion(NotificationOfWithdrawal)Bill?outputType=Names
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-united-kingdoms-exit-from-and-new-partnership-with-the-european-union-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-united-kingdoms-exit-from-and-new-partnership-with-the-european-union-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-united-kingdoms-exit-from-and-new-partnership-with-the-european-union-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/exiting-the-european-union-ministerial-statement-2-february-2017
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-02-06/debates/3321CE93-B49F-426D-897E-6105183667E3/InformalEuropeanCouncil
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministers-meet-overseas-territories-to-engage-in-brexit-process
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-02-08/division/0293BE52-2603-4E5C-BAE3-C03D371FB92C/EuropeanUnion(NotificationOfWithdrawal)Bill?outputType=Names
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17 February 2017 To coincide with a visit to Downing Street by 
French Prime Minister Bernard Cazeneuve, 
Theresa May writes in French newspaper Le 
Figaro: “We have voted to leave the EU, but 
not Europe” (English translation). 

1 March 2017 Ministers hold the second meeting of the Joint 
Ministerial Council to discuss Gibraltar’s 
priorities as the UK prepares to exit the EU. 

9-10 March 2017 The Prime Minister meets EU leaders at the 
European Council in Brussels. 

13 March 2017 Parliament passes the European Union 
(Notification of Withdrawal) Bill. 

14 March 2017 Theresa May gives a statement to Parliament 
on the March European Council meeting and 
the next steps in preparing to trigger Article 
50. 

16 March 2017 In receiving Royal Assent, the European Union 
(Notification of Withdrawal) Act gives the 
Government the legal power to notify the 
European Council of the UK’s intention to 
leave the EU, formally beginning the Brexit 
process. 

David Davis, Secretary of State for Exiting the 
European Union, says: 

“The Queen has today given Royal 
Assent to the Article 50 Bill, giving the 
government the formal power to 
trigger Article 50 and deliver on the 
will of the British people. 

By the end of the month we will 
invoke Article 50, allowing us to start 
our negotiations to build a positive 
new partnership with our friends and 
neighbours in the European Union, as 
well as taking a step out into the 
world as a truly Global Britain.” 

20 March 2017 Sir Tim Barrow, the UK’s Permanent 
Representative to the European Union, informs 
Donald Tusk of the UK’s intention to invoke 
Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty on 29 March 
2017. 

29 March 2017 Theresa May writes to European Council 
President Donald Tusk to notify him of the 
UK’s intention to leave the EU: Prime Minister’s 
letter to Donald Tusk triggering Article 50. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-have-voted-to-leave-the-eu-but-not-europe-article-by-theresa-may
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-have-voted-to-leave-the-eu-but-not-europe-article-by-theresa-may
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/robin-walker-gibraltar-has-particular-interests
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/robin-walker-gibraltar-has-particular-interests
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-14/debates/B5826F13-CE59-42DD-9DE4-ACDEA7E308DA/EuropeanCouncil
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/604079/Prime_Ministers_letter_to_European_Council_President_Donald_Tusk.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/604079/Prime_Ministers_letter_to_European_Council_President_Donald_Tusk.pdf
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The Prime Minister makes a statement to 
Parliament on Article 50. 

30 March 2017 The Government publishes the Great Repeal 
Bill White Paper. 

David Davis gives a statement to Parliament: 
Legislating for UK Withdrawal from the EU. 

31 March 2017 The President of the European Council 
publishes draft negotiation guidelines for the 
‘EU 27’ (the EU members excluding the UK). 

6 April 2017 Theresa May meets with Donald Tusk in 
Downing Street and she reiterates the UK’s 
desire to ensure a deep and special partnership 
with the EU following its exit from the Union. 
The PM also reaffirms the UK’s position on 
Gibraltar and insists there will be no 
negotiation on the territory’s sovereignty. 

18 April 2017 The Prime Minister calls a General Election to 
be held on 8 June 2017. 

19 April 2017 MPs approve a motion for an Early 
Parliamentary General Election by 522 votes to 
13. 

29 April 2017 EU-27 leaders meet at the first summit since 
the UK officially triggered Article 50.   

In this Special European Council (Article 50), 
meeting, the EU-27 nations unanimously adopt 
guidelines for the Brexit negotiations ahead. 

The UK Government publishes a ‘Northern 
Ireland and Ireland Position Paper’, outlining 
the UK’s position on how to address the 
unique circumstances of Northern Ireland and 
Ireland in light of the UK’s withdrawal from – 
and new partnership with – the EU. 

3 May 2017 Dissolution of Parliament at 00:01am. 

7 May 2017 Second round of French presidential elections. 

Pro-European Emmanuel Macron defeats 
Marine Le Pen to win the French presidency, 
taking over 66% of the vote. 

16 May 2017 The Labour party launches its 2017 General 
Election manifesto. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-29/debates/A6DFE4A0-6AB1-4B71-BF25-376F52AF3300/Article50
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-great-repeal-bill-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-great-repeal-bill-white-paper
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-30/debates/A665E6EB-D36B-4D19-9173-3577354DE7F0/LegislatingForUKWithdrawalFromTheEU
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-04-19/division/BE856226-DD6B-4409-9462-D8D910F942D1/EarlyParliamentaryGeneralElection?outputType=Names
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-04-19/division/BE856226-DD6B-4409-9462-D8D910F942D1/EarlyParliamentaryGeneralElection?outputType=Names
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2017/04/29-euco-guidelines_pdf/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/638135/6.3703_DEXEU_Northern_Ireland_and_Ireland_INTERACTIVE.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/638135/6.3703_DEXEU_Northern_Ireland_and_Ireland_INTERACTIVE.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/manifesto/negotiating-brexit/
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In the section on Brexit, the party’s pledges 
include: 

Labour accepts the referendum result 
and a Labour government will put the 
national interest first. 

We will prioritise jobs and living 
standards, build a close new 
relationship with the EU, protect 
workers’ rights and environmental 
standards, provide certainty to EU 
nationals and give a meaningful role 
to Parliament throughout 
negotiations. 

To scrap the Conservatives’ Brexit 
White Paper and replace it with fresh 
negotiating priorities that have a 
strong emphasis on retaining the 
benefits of the Single Market and the 
Customs Union. 

A Labour government will immediately 
guarantee existing rights for all EU 
nationals living in Britain and secure 
reciprocal rights for UK citizens who 
have chosen to make their lives in EU 
countries. 

17 May 2017 The Liberal Democrat Party launches its election 
manifesto. 

On Europe, the Liberal Democrats promise: 

When the terms of our future 
relationship with the EU have been 
negotiated (over the next two years on 
the Government’s timetable), we will 
put that deal to a vote of the British 
people in a referendum, with the 
alternative option of staying in the EU 
on the ballot paper. 

To press for the UK to unilaterally 
guarantee the rights of EU nationals in 
the UK. 

Continued membership of the single 
market and customs union. 

18 May 2017 The Conservative Party launches its manifesto 
for the upcoming General Election. 

The manifesto includes several policies related 
to Brexit, including the following pledges: 

As we leave the European Union, we 
will no longer be members of the 
single market or customs union but 
we will seek a deep and special 
partnership including a comprehensive 
free trade and customs agreement. 

https://labour.org.uk/manifesto/negotiating-brexit/#first
https://www.libdems.org.uk/manifesto
https://www.libdems.org.uk/europe
https://www.conservatives.com/manifesto


16 Brexit timeline: events leading to the UK’s exit from the European Union 

The final agreement will be subject to 
a vote in both houses of parliament. 

To agree the terms of our future 
partnership alongside our withdrawal, 
reaching agreement on both within 
the two years allowed by Article 50 of 
the Treaty on European Union. 

Once EU law has been converted into 
domestic law, parliament will be able 
to pass legislation to amend, repeal or 
improve any piece of EU law it 
chooses, as will the devolved 
legislatures, where they have the 
power to do so. 
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3. General Election – close of 
Phase 1  

Key events 

8 June 2017: General Election results in a hung Parliament, with the Conservatives winning 
the most seats and Theresa May forming a government. 

19 June 2017: First round of UK-EU exit negotiations begin. 

21 June 2017: State Opening of Parliament – Queen’s Speech includes a ‘Great Repeal Bill’. 

13 July 2017: Government introduces the European Union (Withdrawal) Bill, commonly 
referred to as the ‘Great Repeal Bill’. 

12 September 2017: EU Withdrawal Bill passes Second Reading in the House of Commons. 

22 September 2017: Prime Minister delivers her key Brexit speech in Florence, setting out the 
UK’s position on moving the Brexit talks forward. 

19-20 October 2017: European Council meeting to assess progress on the first phase of 
Brexit negotiations. 

13 November 2017: Government outlines plans for a Withdrawal Agreement and 
Implementation Bill. 

8 December 2017: UK and EU publish a Joint Report on progress made during Phase 1 of 
negotiations. This concludes Phase 1 of negotiations and both sides move to Phase 2. 

 

8 June 2017 General Election in the UK. 

The election results in a hung Parliament, with 
the Conservatives winning the most seats.  

9 June 2017 Theresa May goes to the Queen and later, 
outside Downing St, announces she is forming 
a government. 

17 June 2017 The government confirms that Parliament will 
sit for two years instead of the usual one, to 
give MPs enough time to fully consider the 
laws required to make Britain ready for Brexit. 

19 June 2017 The first round of EU exit negotiations begins. 

The UK and the European Commission, 
representing the EU, agree the Terms of 
reference for the Article 50 negotiations 
between the UK and the EU. 

Later, David Davis gives a statement following 
this opening round of the talks. 

21 June 2017 State Opening of Parliament.  The Queen’s 
Speech includes a ‘Great Repeal Bill’ in the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terms-of-reference-for-the-article-50-negotiations-between-the-united-kingdom-and-the-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terms-of-reference-for-the-article-50-negotiations-between-the-united-kingdom-and-the-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terms-of-reference-for-the-article-50-negotiations-between-the-united-kingdom-and-the-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/secretary-of-state-david-davis-statement-following-the-opening-of-eu-exit-negotiations
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-06-21/debates/359B47E0-E2CB-41F8-908C-4294844C1518/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-06-21/debates/359B47E0-E2CB-41F8-908C-4294844C1518/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
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Government’s legislative programme and other 
Brexit-related Bills.  The Queen announces: 

“A Bill will be introduced to repeal the 
European Communities Act and 
provide certainty for individuals and 
businesses. This will be complemented 
by legislation to ensure that the United 
Kingdom makes a success of Brexit, 
establishing new national policies on 
immigration, international sanctions, 
nuclear safeguards, agriculture and 
fisheries. 

My Government will seek to maintain 
a deep and special partnership with 
European allies and to forge new 
trading relationships across the globe. 
New Bills on trade and customs will 
help to implement an independent 
trade policy, and support will be given 
to help British businesses export to 
markets around the world.” 

In a Debate on the Address following the 
Queen’s Speech, the Prime Minister gives a 
brief outline of Brexit-related Bills: 

The first part of this Queen’s Speech is 
of course about Brexit—a Brexit deal 
that works for every part of the 
country and commands the greatest 
possible public support. Over 80% of 
the electorate backed the two major 
parties, both of which campaigned on 
manifestos that said that we should 
honour the democratic decision of the 
British people, so this Government will 
respect the will of the British people 
and see Brexit through. We will seek 
to build a wide consensus as we do 
this and as we take Bills through the 
House, including a trade Bill, a repeal 
Bill, and an immigration Bill, as has 
been referred to, and also a Bill to deal 
with control of access to our waters 
for fishermen and a new Bill on 
agriculture to give greater stability to 
farmers. 

23 June 2017 The Prime Minister gives a press statement on 
a number of subjects covered at the European 
Council June 2017 meeting, including giving 
reassurance to EU citizens living in the UK. 

26 June 2017 Theresa May gives a statement to Parliament 
following the weekend’s European Council. 

This Council followed the formal start of the 
negotiations for the UK’s departure from the 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-06-21/debates/16CAF0D8-37D0-41D6-AE61-264FD03429CB/DebateOnTheAddress
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/european-council-june-2017-prime-ministers-press-statement
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-26/debates/8D47DF86-613E-41A1-8263-B4B2CD646592/EuropeanCouncil
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EU and comes on the first anniversary of the 
referendum that led to that decision. 

In her statement, the Prime Minister outlines 
several points with regards to the rights of EU 
citizens living in the UK. 

In conjunction with this statement, the 
government publishes a policy paper on the 
rights of EU citizens in the UK and UK nations 
in the EU. 

David Davis opens the Queen’s Speech debate 
on “Brexit and Foreign Affairs.” 

11 July 2017 David Davis gives evidence to the Lords EU 
Committee for its inquiry on scrutiny of the 
Brexit negotiations. 

13 July 2017 The Government introduces the European 
Union (Withdrawal) Bill. 

Ahead of the second round of exit negotiations 
the following week, the Government also 
publishes position papers laying out the UK’s 
approach on: 

• Ongoing Union Judicial and 
Administrative Proceedings 

• Nuclear materials and safeguards issues 

• Privileges and Immunities 

The Government publishes a technical note 
considering how the UK’s withdrawal 
agreement with the EU should be implemented 
in UK law. 

14 July 2017 The second round of EU exit negotiations 
begins. 

20 July 2017 At the conclusion of the second round of talks, 
David Davis makes a statement. 

10 August 2017 Brexit Minister Robin Walker completes a 
three-day tour of the Crown Dependencies, 
having discussed the implications of Brexit with 
the Chief Ministers of Jersey, Guernsey and the 
Isle of Man. 

15 August 2017 In the first of a series of papers on the UK’s 
future partnership with the EU, the 
Government sets out proposals for a future 
customs relationship. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-the-position-of-eu-citizens-in-the-uk-and-uk-nationals-in-the-eu
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-26/debates/23371B16-D7B1-40BA-9816-496F482156D9/BrexitAndForeignAffairs
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/european-union-committee/scrutiny-of-brexit-negotiations/oral/69311.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/18005.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/18005.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ongoing-union-judicial-and-administrative-proceedings-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ongoing-union-judicial-and-administrative-proceedings-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-materials-and-safeguards-issues-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/privileges-and-immunities-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-implementing-the-withdrawal-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-implementing-the-withdrawal-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-implementing-the-withdrawal-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-implementing-the-withdrawal-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-second-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/brexit-minister-robin-walker-visits-the-crown-dependencies
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-customs-arrangements-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-customs-arrangements-a-future-partnership-paper
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16 August 2017 The Government publishes a position paper on 
Northern Ireland and Ireland, proposing no 
physical infrastructure at the border. 

21 August 2017 Ahead of the third round of exit negotiations, 
the Government publishes position papers 
outlining the UK’s negotiating approach to 
goods on the market and to confidentiality and 
access to the official documents. 

22 August 2017 The Government publishes a future partnership 
paper outlining the UK’s position on providing 
a cross-border civil judicial cooperation 
framework. 

23 August 2017 A future partnership paper discussing options 
for enforcement and dispute resolution 
mechanisms for UK-EU agreements is 
published by the Government. 

24 August 2017 In the latest of a series of papers looking at the 
UK’s partnership with the EU post-Brexit, the 
Government outlines proposals for a shared 
approach on data protection. 

28 August 2017 The third round of UK-EU negotiations begins. 

The Government publishes a series of Technical 
Notes on functionality and Protocol 7, on 
existing contracts for the supply of nuclear 
material, and on spent fuel and radioactive 
waste. 

31 August 2017 At the conclusion of the third round of exit 
talks, David Davis gives a statement. 

5 September 2017 David Davis gives a statement to the House of 
Commons on EU exit negotiations, updating 
Members on the July and August negotiating 
rounds. 

6 September 2017 The government publishes a future partnership 
paper outlining the UK’s objectives for 
continued collaboration on science and 
innovation. 

7, 11 September 
2017 

The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill has its 
Second Reading: Day One; Day Two. 

12 September 2017 After the EU Withdrawal Bill passes its Second 
Reading, the Prime Minister says: 

“Earlier this morning Parliament took a 
historic decision to back the will of the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/northern-ireland-and-ireland-a-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/northern-ireland-and-ireland-a-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/continuity-in-the-availability-of-goods-for-the-eu-and-the-uk-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/confidentiality-and-access-to-documents-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/confidentiality-and-access-to-documents-position-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/providing-a-cross-border-civil-judicial-cooperation-framework-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/providing-a-cross-border-civil-judicial-cooperation-framework-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/providing-a-cross-border-civil-judicial-cooperation-framework-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/enforcement-and-dispute-resolution-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/enforcement-and-dispute-resolution-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-exchange-and-protection-of-personal-data-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-exchange-and-protection-of-personal-data-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-functionality-and-protocol-7
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-existing-contracts-for-the-supply-of-nuclear-material
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-existing-contracts-for-the-supply-of-nuclear-material
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-spent-fuel-and-radioactive-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-spent-fuel-and-radioactive-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-third-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-05/debates/A33568F2-9C8A-448C-8042-B6F69D3227E3/EUExitNegotiations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaboration-on-science-and-innovation-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaboration-on-science-and-innovation-a-future-partnership-paper
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-07/debates/DA3CC146-F8AB-40FF-812B-FE2CADDEA2F4/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-11/debates/B10868CD-F096-47A2-84EE-A902C8A271BE/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill
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British people and vote for a bill which 
gives certainty and clarity ahead of our 
withdrawal from the European Union. 

Although there is more to do, this 
decision means we can move on with 
negotiations with solid foundations 
and we continue to encourage MPs 
from all parts of the UK to work 
together in support of this vital piece 
of legislation.” 

The Government publishes its latest future 
partnership paper, outlining the UK’s objectives 
on foreign policy, defence and development. 

18 September 2017 The Government publishes the latest in the 
series of future partnership papers, discussing 
the options for security, law enforcement and 
criminal justice. 

22 September 2017 The Prime Minister delivers a key Brexit speech 
in Florence, setting out the UK’s position on 
how to move the Brexit talks forward and 
offering a transition period after the UK 
formally leaves the EU in March 2019. 

24 September 2017 Federal elections in Germany. 

Angela Merkel secures a fourth term as 
German Chancellor. 

25 September 2017 The fourth round of UK-EU Brexit negotiations 
begins. 

26 September 2017 The Prime Minister meets with European 
Council President Donald Tusk. 

28 September 2017 David Davis gives a statement following the 
conclusion of the fourth round of talks. 

The Government publishes the latest 
(September) edition of the technical note on 
the comparison of EU-UK positions on citizens’ 
rights. 

3 October 2017 The European Parliament adopts a Resolution 
on the state of play of negotiations with the 
United Kingdom. 

6 October 2017 Theresa May hosts a Business Advisory Council 
meeting at Downing St, to hear the views of 
business leaders on Brexit. 

9 October 2017 The fifth round of negotiations begins in 
Brussels. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foreign-policy-defence-and-development-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/security-law-enforcement-and-criminal-justice-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/security-law-enforcement-and-criminal-justice-a-future-partnership-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-florence-speech-a-new-era-of-cooperation-and-partnership-between-the-uk-and-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-florence-speech-a-new-era-of-cooperation-and-partnership-between-the-uk-and-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-fourth-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-technical-note-on-the-comparison-of-eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-technical-note-on-the-comparison-of-eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-technical-note-on-the-comparison-of-eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2017-0361
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2017-0361
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2017-0361
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The Prime Minister updates the House of 
Commons on UK plans for leaving the EU.  

The Government publishes two White Papers 
on preparing for our future UK trade policy 
and the Customs Bill: legislating for the UK’s 
future customs, VAT and excise regimes.  

12 October 2017 Following the fifth round of UK-EU 
negotiations, David Davis gives a statement. 

16 October 2017 A joint statement is issued by the Prime 
Minister and President of the European 
Commission Jean-Claude Juncker, following 
their working dinner in Brussels. 

17 October 2017 David Davis, Secretary of State for Exiting the 
European Union, gives a statement to 
Parliament on the fifth round of negotiations 
with the EU. 

19 October 2017 Ahead of EU Council, Prime Minister Theresa 
May writes an open letter to EU citizens living 
in the UK. 

19-20 October 
2017 

European Council meeting, including EU27 
considering whether ‘sufficient progress’ has 
been made on Phase 1 of the Brexit 
negotiations 

20 October 2017 Theresa May gives a statement to the press 
while in Brussels for a European Council 
summit. 

23 October 2017 The Prime Minster gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on the October meeting of 
the European Council. 

25 October 2017 David Davis gives evidence to the Exiting the 
EU Committee, for its inquiry into progress of 
the UK's negotiations on EU withdrawal. 

30 October 2017 Theresa May meets with First Minister of 
Wales, Carwyn Jones, and explains the UK 
Government’s priority to deliver a successful EU 
exit that will work for the whole of the UK, 
with relevant repatriated powers passed to the 
devolved administrations. 

31 October 2017 David Davis gives further evidence to the Lords 
EU Committee for its inquiry on scrutiny of the 
Brexit negotiations. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-09/debates/B119A163-5708-4B76-847A-0F8AFE4CD5F9/UKPlansForLeavingTheEU
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/651192/CCS207_CCS0917000298-1_Preparing_for_our_future_UK_trade_policy_Report_H....pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650455/customs_bill_white_paper_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650455/customs_bill_white_paper_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-fifth-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-by-prime-minister-theresa-may-and-president-jean-claude-juncker
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/33F0A459-B60E-41EF-931F-51756CFFAF94/EUExitNegotiations
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-open-letter-to-eu-citizens-in-the-uk
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2017/10/19-20/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-european-council-press-statement-20-october-2017
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-23/debates/AAC75F82-E84E-4976-86C8-DCCAFC2A7F97/EuropeanCouncil
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-23/debates/AAC75F82-E84E-4976-86C8-DCCAFC2A7F97/EuropeanCouncil
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/exiting-the-european-union-committee/the-progress-of-the-uks-negotiations-on-eu-withdrawal/oral/72017.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/european-union-committee/scrutiny-of-brexit-negotiations/oral/72497.pdf
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2 November 2017 At a roundtable discussion, government 
ministers meet with consumer groups to 
ensure consumer rights and protections are 
maintained once Britain leave the EU. 

6 November 2017 Robin Walker (Minister at the Department for 
Exiting the European Union) and Alun Cairns 
(Secretary of State for Wales) hold an evidence 
session in front of committees at the National 
Assembly for Wales, answering questions on 
the EU Withdrawal Bill. 

7 November 2017 The Government sets out further details of 
how its new settled status scheme – for EU 
citizens and their families – will work. 

The scheme is set out in a policy paper sent to 
the European Commission as part of the Brexit 
negotiations: Citizens' rights: administrative 
procedures in the UK. 

8 November 2017 In a visit to Warsaw, David Davis reaffirms the 
UK’s commitment to strengthening its 
relationships across Europe after exit. 

9-10 November 
2017 

Further UK-EU negotiations take place in 
Brussels. 

10 November 2017 At the conclusion of the latest round of UK-EU 
negotiations, David Davis gives a statement. 

13 November 2017 The Government announces a new Bill to 
enshrine the Withdrawal Agreement between 
the UK and the EU in domestic law.  In a 
statement to the House of Commons, David 
Davis outlines plans for a Withdrawal 
Agreement and Implementation Bill. 

The Prime Minister chairs a roundtable with 
leaders of Europe’s key business organisations, 
to discuss shared opportunities for industry as 
the UK prepares to leave the EU. 

At the European Foreign Affairs Council in 
Brussels, Defence Minister Lord Howe reaffirms 
the UK’s commitment to European security, 
saying: 

We are leaving the European Union 
but not Europe, and regional security 
remains top of our agenda in the face 
of increased Russian assertiveness. 

With challenges to our common 
security becoming more serious, our 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/citizens-rights-administrative-procedures-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/citizens-rights-administrative-procedures-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-eu-exit-negotiations-on-9-10-november
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-13/debates/5BDC985B-DAD3-45F6-B1E8-A28ADAB22561/EUExitNegotiations
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response must be to work together 
more closely. 

14 November 2017 David Davis gives a speech at UBS, to reassure 
financial institutions that the UK Government 
hopes to strike a deal with the EU allowing City 
firms to move staff in and out of the UK. 

The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill begins 
its Committee Stage. 

16 November 2017 In a speech to the Süddeutsche Zeitung 
Economic Summit in Berlin, David Davis warns 
the EU not to put ‘politics above prosperity’. 

17 November 2017 Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson writes in the 
Irish Times, explaining how the UK and Ireland 
can strengthen ties via Brexit. 

23 November 2017 David Davis visits Estonia and pledges that the 
UK will remain the greatest ally of European 
partners in matters of security and defence 
after Brexit. 

8 December 2017 The UK and EU publish a Joint Report on 
progress during Phase 1 of negotiations under 
Article 50 TEU on the UK’s orderly withdrawal 
from the EU. 

This concludes Phase 1 of the negotiations and 
both sides agree to move to Phase 2 in January 
2018 –  talks on transition and the framework 
for future EU-UK relations. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-speech-at-ubs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-speech-to-the-suddeutsche-zeitung-economic-summit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-speech-to-the-suddeutsche-zeitung-economic-summit
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/boris-johnson-uk-and-ireland-can-strengthen-ties-via-brexit-1.3294649
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/boris-johnson-uk-and-ireland-can-strengthen-ties-via-brexit-1.3294649
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665869/Joint_report_on_progress_during_phase_1_of_negotiations_under_Article_50_TEU_on_the_United_Kingdom_s_orderly_withdrawal_from_the_European_Union.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665869/Joint_report_on_progress_during_phase_1_of_negotiations_under_Article_50_TEU_on_the_United_Kingdom_s_orderly_withdrawal_from_the_European_Union.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665869/Joint_report_on_progress_during_phase_1_of_negotiations_under_Article_50_TEU_on_the_United_Kingdom_s_orderly_withdrawal_from_the_European_Union.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665869/Joint_report_on_progress_during_phase_1_of_negotiations_under_Article_50_TEU_on_the_United_Kingdom_s_orderly_withdrawal_from_the_European_Union.pdf
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4. Close of Phase 1 – EU 
(Withdrawal) Act becomes law 

Key events 

11 December 2017: Prime Minister updates Parliament on Brexit negotiations. 

18 January 2018: The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill has its First Reading in the House of 
Lords. 

2 March 2018: Prime Minister gives a speech at Mansion House on the UK’s future economic 
partnership with the European Union. 

14 March 2018: The European Parliament endorses a resolution laying out a possible 
association agreement framework for future EU-UK relations after Brexit. 

19 March 2018: The amended Draft Withdrawal Agreement is published. 

16 May 2018: The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill finishes its House of Lords stages and 
goes into parliamentary ping pong 

26 June 2018: The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill receives Royal Assent and becomes an 
Act of Parliament: the European Union (Withdrawal) Act. 

 

11 December 
2017 

The Prime Minister updates the House of Commons 
on Brexit Negotiations for the UK’s departure from 
the European Union. 

In a meeting with Gibraltar’s Deputy Chief Minister, 
Dr. Joseph Garcia, Minister Robin Walker reiterates 
the Government’s commitment to securing a Brexit 
deal that works for Gibraltar.  This is the fifth 
meeting of the Joint Ministerial Council (Gibraltar 
EU Negotiations). 

15 December 
2017 

The European Council adopts new guidelines for 
Phase 2 (the guidelines agreed on 29 April 2017 will 
continue to apply in Phase 2.) 

18 December 
2017 

The Prime Minister gives a statement to Parliament 
on the previous week’s European Council meeting. 

19 December 
2017 

Home Secretary Amber Rudd writes an open letter 
to EU citizens in the UK, outlining the agreement 
reached with the EU on their future rights. 

20 December 
2017 

Theresa May writes an open letter to UK nationals 
living in Europe. 

The European Commission issues a 
Recommendation for a Council Decision to 
supplement the May 2017 Council Decision 
authorising the opening of negotiations. The Annex 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-11/debates/965E3010-41F6-4353-A2CC-2F5A6C31495F/BrexitNegotiations
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/32236/15-euco-art50-guidelines-en.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-18/debates/5DBF331C-8129-4485-9B84-468B2D480FAB/EuropeanCouncil
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretarys-open-letter-to-eu-citizens-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-letter-from-the-prime-minister-to-uk-nationals-living-in-europe
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/commissions_recommendation_20-12-2017.pdf
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to the Council Decision contains draft negotiating 
directives for the second phase. 

10 January 
2018 

German newspaper Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
publishes a joint article by Philip Hammond and 
David Davis, highlighting the importance of the 
relationship between the UK and Germany. 

16 January 
2018 

The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill has its first 
day in Report Stage. 

17 January 
2018 

The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill has its second 
day in Report Stage and also the Third Reading. 

18 January 
2018 

First Reading of the European Union (Withdrawal) 
Bill in the House of Lords. 

24 January 
2018 

David Davis gives evidence to the Exiting the EU 
Committee, for its inquiry into progress of the UK's 
negotiations on EU withdrawal. 

26 January 
2018 

The Chancellor, Brexit Secretary and Business 
Secretary write an open letter to businesses, setting 
out the UK’s ambitions for an ‘implementation 
period’ (transition period) following Brexit. 

29 January 
2018 

The European Commission’s new negotiating 
directives are adopted by the General Affairs (Article 
50) Council. The Council notes the importance of 
translating the commitments in the December 2017 
Joint Report into ‘legal text’. 

David Davis gives evidence to the Lords EU 
Committee for its inquiry on scrutiny of the Brexit 
negotiations. 

30-31 January 
2018 

The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill has its Second 
Reading in the House of Lords. 

5 February 
2018 

David Davis, UK Secretary of State for Exiting the 
European Union, and Michel Barnier, the EU Chief 
Negotiator, hold an informal meeting focussing on 
three issues: the transition period, the 
Ireland/Northern Ireland border and governance of 
the withdrawal agreement. 

6-8 February 
2018 

The seventh round of UK-EU Article 50 negotiations 
takes place. 

7 February 
2018 

The European Commission publishes an amendable 
draft legal text on transition. This partially reflects 
the January 2018 negotiation directives on the 
transition period.  It is a Commission proposal and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-article-a-deep-and-special-partnership
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/exiting-the-european-union-committee/the-progress-of-the-uks-negotiations-on-eu-withdrawal/oral/77453.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/677268/Letter_to_Business_Leaders__1_.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/32504/xt21004-ad01re02en18.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/32504/xt21004-ad01re02en18.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/european-union-committee/scrutiny-of-brexit-negotiations/oral/77707.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/transition.pdf
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not yet the official position of the Council, which 
may amend it. 

8 February 
2018 

The Government publishes a Technical Note 
outlining the UK’s position on international 
agreements during the implementation period. 

The Prime Minister holds a roundtable with senior 
representatives of Japanese businesses that are 
significant investors in the UK, discussing the 
opportunities and challenges presented by the UK’s 
exit from the EU. 

14 February 
2018 

In a speech, the Foreign Secretary sets out the path 
for an outward-facing, liberal and global Britain 
following its exit from the EU. 

16 February 
2018 

Discussions begin to give residents from Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway (EEA/EFTA states) similar 
rights post-Brexit as those from EU Member States. 

17 February 
2018 

The Prime Minister delivers a speech about Brexit 
and security cooperation at the Munich Security 
Conference. 

19-20 February 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations take place. 

20 February 
2018 

David Davis gives a speech in Vienna on delivering a 
Future Economic Partnership. 

Guy Verhofstadt MEP, European Parliament Brexit 
Coordinator, gives evidence to the Lords EU 
Committee for its inquiry on scrutiny of the Brexit 
negotiations. 

21 February 
2018 

The Government responds to the European 
Commission’s legal text on transition in a Draft text 
for discussion: implementation period. 

The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill begins its 
Committee Stage sittings in the House of Lords. 

Michel Barnier, the EU’s Chief Negotiator on Brexit, 
gives evidence to the Lords EU Committee for its 
inquiry on scrutiny of the Brexit negotiations. 

26-27 February 
2018 

Another round of UK-EU Article 50 negotiations 
takes place. 

27 February 
2018 

Michel Barnier updates the European Council (in 
EU27 format) on the latest developments in the EU-
UK Brexit negotiations. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/680366/Technical_Note_-_International_Agreements_in_the_Implementation_Period_-_CLEAN.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/680366/Technical_Note_-_International_Agreements_in_the_Implementation_Period_-_CLEAN.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretary-speech-uniting-for-a-great-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-munich-security-conference-17-february-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-munich-security-conference-17-february-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-foundations-of-the-future-economic-partnership-speech
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/european-union-committee/scrutiny-of-brexit-negotiations/oral/79072.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/682894/Draft_Text_for_Discussion_-_Implementation_Period__1_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/682894/Draft_Text_for_Discussion_-_Implementation_Period__1_.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/european-union-committee/scrutiny-of-brexit-negotiations/oral/79379.pdf
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28 February 
2018 

The European Commission publishes the draft 
Withdrawal Agreement between the European 
Union and the United Kingdom. 

This translates into legal terms the Joint Report from 
the negotiators of the EU and the UK Government 
from December 2017 on the first phase of 
negotiations.  

It also proposes text, on the basis of EU positions, 
for other withdrawal issues that are mentioned in 
the joint report but have not been subject to an 
agreement yet.  

The draft Withdrawal Agreement will now be sent 
to the Council (Article 50) and the European 
Parliament's Brexit Steering Group for discussion, 
before being transmitted to the UK for negotiation. 

1 March 2018 The Prime Minister meets European Council 
President Donald Tusk in Downing St to discuss 
progress made in the Brexit negotiations and to 
look ahead to the European Council later in March. 

2 March 2018 Theresa May gives a speech at Mansion House, on 
the UK’s future economic partnership with the 
European Union. 

5 March 2018 The Prime Minister gives a statement to the House 
of Commons on the UK’s future economic 
partnership with the European Union. 

Minister Robin Walker hosts the Chief Ministers 
from Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man to give 
them an update on the UK’s exit from the EU. 

5-7 March 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations 

6 March 2018 Theresa May meets with Guy Verhofstadt MEP at 
Downing St, discussing the importance citizens’ 
rights and a commitment to avoiding a hard border 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland.  

7 March 2018 European Council President, Donald Tusk, issues 
draft guidelines on the framework for the EU’s post-
Brexit relations with the UK. 

8 March 2018 Following the latest meeting of the JMC(GEN), the 
UK and Gibraltar announce a series of measures to 
secure the UK-Gibraltar relationship. 

13-15 March 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/draft_withdrawal_agreement.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/draft_withdrawal_agreement.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-on-our-future-economic-partnership-with-the-european-union
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2018-03-05/debates/2F58E7E5-EEF6-4B6D-9C04-6DDF431F1D9F/UKEUFutureEconomicPartnership
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2018-03-05/debates/2F58E7E5-EEF6-4B6D-9C04-6DDF431F1D9F/UKEUFutureEconomicPartnership
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-guy-verhofstadt-6-march
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2018/03/07/statement-by-president-donald-tusk-on-the-draft-guidelines-on-the-framework-for-the-future-relationship-with-the-uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gibraltar-and-uk-government-agree-measures-to-ensure-strong-relationship-continues
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14 March 2018 The European Parliament endorses a resolution 
laying out a possible association agreement 
framework for future EU-UK relations after Brexit. 

Opening session – at coordinators’ level – of 
meetings on issues related to Ireland/Northern 
Ireland.  The opening session looking at objectives 
of the exercise and an agreement of follow-up 
work. 

The First Ministers of Scotland and Wales, along 
with representatives from the Northern Ireland Civil 
Service, visit Downing Street for an update and 
discussion on EU negotiations and the EU 
Withdrawal Bill. 

16-19 March 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

19 March 2018 David Davis gives a statement in Brussels following 
the conclusion of the latest round of Article 50 
negotiations. 

The amended Draft Withdrawal Agreement is 
published. This includes agreed legal text for the 
implementation period, citizens’ rights, and the 
financial settlement, as well as a significant number 
of other articles. The UK and the EU negotiating 
teams state their aim to finalise the entire 
Withdrawal Agreement by October 2018. 

21 March 2018 The Foreign Secretary announces the creation of 
250 new diplomatic roles over the next two years, 
with ten new embassies/high commissions to be 
opened. 

This action is part of the government’s Global 
Britain vision, strengthening relationships with 
countries around the world as the UK leaves the EU. 

23 March 2018 The European Council (in EU27 format) adopt 
guidelines on the framework for post-Brexit 
relations with the UK. 

26 March 2018 The Prime Minister gives a statement to Parliament 
on the previous week’s European Council meeting 
and Brexit negotiations. 

29 March 2018 To mark one year to go until Brexit, Theresa May 
visits each nation of the UK, outlining her 
determination to deliver a Brexit deal that works for 
every community and protects the integrity of the 
UK. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2018-0069+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-statement-eu-uk-article-50-negotiations-brussels-monday-19-march-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-withdrawal-agreement-19-march-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-announces-250-new-diplomatic-roles-and-ten-new-sovereign-missions-overseas
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/33458/23-euco-art50-guidelines.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-03-26/debates/9EF663FF-689E-42F4-BF49-DDAD825D86EA/EuropeanCouncil
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4 April 2018 The House of Commons Committee on Exiting the 
European Union publishes its report on The future 
UK-EU relationship. 

16-18 April 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

25 April 2018 David Davis gives further evidence to the Exiting the 
EU Committee, for its inquiry into the progress of 
the UK's negotiations on EU withdrawal. 

Ministers hold a Brexit roundtable with senior 
representatives from the UK aviation industry, to 
discuss post-Brexit priorities and to offer 
reassurance than aviation access will remain the 
same during the implementation period.  

1 May 2018 David Davis gives further evidence to the Lords EU 
Committee for its inquiry on scrutiny of the Brexit 
negotiations. 

16 May 2018 The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill finishes its 
House of Lords stages and goes into parliamentary 
ping pong. 

17 May 2018 In a trilateral meeting at the Western Balkans 
Summit in Sofia, Theresa May discusses the progress 
of the Brexit negotiations with President Juncker 
and President Tusk. 

The Prime Minster also meets with Irish Taoiseach 
Leo Varadkar and agree on their shared 
commitment to avoid a hard border between 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

22-24 May 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

5 June 2018 At the latest Joint Ministerial Council (Gibraltar EU 
Negotiations) in London, the UK and Gibraltar 
confirm their commitment to continue to work 
together to achieve a Brexit deal that fully 
recognises the priorities of the Gibraltar. 

5-8 June 2018 Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

6 June 2018 David Davis delivers a speech to RUSI on Brexit and 
Security. 

In his speech, the Brexit Secretary accused the EU of 
“shooting itself in the foot to see if the gun works”, 
in planning to weaken security ties with the UK 
after Brexit. 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmexeu/935/935.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmexeu/935/935.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/exiting-the-european-union-committee/the-progress-of-the-uks-negotiations-on-eu-withdrawal/oral/82179.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aviation-industry-welcomes-brexit-roundtable
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/european-union-committee/scrutiny-of-brexit-negotiations/oral/82375.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meetings-with-president-juncker-and-president-tusk-and-taoiseach-varadkar
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-ministerial-council-gibraltar-eu-negotiations-5-june-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-ministerial-council-gibraltar-eu-negotiations-5-june-2018
https://rusi.org/event/david-davis-brexit-and-security
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19 June 2018 The UK and the European Commission publish a 
joint statement outlining the progress achieved on 
the draft Withdrawal Agreement since its 
publication three months earlier. 

19-20 June 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

21 June 2018 Caroline Noakes, the Minister for Immigration, gives 
a statement to the House of Commons on the new 
settlement scheme for resident EU citizens and their 
family members. 

25 June 2018 Theresa May meets with European Council 
Presidenthttps://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-
meeting-with-donald-tusk-25-june-2018 Donald 
Tusk in Downing St, ahead of the upcoming 
European Council meeting in Brussels. 

Northern Ireland Secretary Karen Bradley holds a 
series of meetings in Brussels.  She meets with 
Michel Barnier to reinforce the government’s 
commitment to upholding Northern Ireland’s 
interests and to help secure a deal that works for 
the whole of the UK. 

26 June 2018 The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill receives Royal 
Assent and becomes an Act of Parliament: the 
European Union (Withdrawal) Act. 

 

 
  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4217_en.htm
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2018-06-21/debates/F9399B0C-6967-4F2C-BF14-FCD3F4DEBC4A/EUSettlementScheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-donald-tusk-25-june-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-donald-tusk-25-june-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/secretary-of-state-to-meet-michel-barnier-in-brussels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/secretary-of-state-to-meet-michel-barnier-in-brussels
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/16/pdfs/ukpga_20180016_en.pdf
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5. EU (Withdrawal) Act becomes 
law – the ‘Meaningful Vote’ 

Key events 

26 June 2018: The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill receives Royal Assent and becomes an 
Act of Parliament: the European Union (Withdrawal) Act. 

6 July 2018: The Cabinet meets at Chequers to agree a collective position for the future 
Brexit negotiations with the EU. 

9 July 2018: David Davis resigns as Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union and is 
replaced by Dominic Raab. 

24 July 2018: Government publishes White Paper on future UK-EU relations.  

23 August 2018: The government publishes the first collection of technical notices providing 
guidance on how to prepare for a no-deal Brexit. 

19-20 September 2018: EU leaders hold an informal summit in Salzburg. 

29 October 2018: Budget Day, the last Budget before the UK leaves the EU. 

14 November 2018: The Withdrawal Agreement is agreed and published. 

15 November 2018: Brexit Secretary resigns as Secretary of State for Exiting the European 
Union and is replaced by Stephen Barclay the following day. 

25 November 2018: At a special meeting of the European Council, EU27 leaders endorse the 
Withdrawal Agreement and approve the political declaration on future EU-UK relations. 

4 December 2018: MPs begin the first of five days of Brexit debates, leading up to the 
‘Meaningful Vote’ on 11 December. 

5 December 2018: Government publishes the Attorney General’s legal advice to Cabinet on 
the Protocol to the Withdrawal Agreement on Ireland and Northern Ireland.   

10 December 2018: CJEU issues its judgment on the Wightman case, finding unilateral 
revocation of Article 50 TEU is a sovereign right for any Member State to pursue.  Later, the 
Prime Minister pulls tomorrow’s planned final vote on her Brexit deal. 

11 December 2018: Theresa May wins a vote of confidence in her leadership of the 
Conservative Party. 

8 January 2019: Report Stage and Third Reading of Finance (No. 3) Bill: in a defeat for the 
Prime Minister, MPs approve an amendment limiting the Government’s financial powers in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit. 

9 January 2019: As five days of Brexit debates begin – leading to a ‘Meaningful Vote’ on 15 
January – an amendment to the business motion is passed, giving the Prime Minister only 
three days to present a ‘Plan B’ Brexit plan if she loses meaningful vote. The deadline was 
originally 21 days. 

15 January 2019: The Prime Minister loses the ‘Meaningful Vote’ and the Leader of the 
Opposition tables a motion of no confidence in the Government. 
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26 June 2018 The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill receives 
Royal Assent and becomes an Act of Parliament: 
the European Union (Withdrawal) Act. 

28-29 June 2018 European Council meeting. On the final day, EU 
leaders discuss Brexit in an EU27 format. 

The Conclusions adopted by the European 
Council are published. 

2 July 2018 The Prime Minister gives a Statement to the 
House of Commons on the European Council. 

6 July 2018 The Cabinet meets at Chequers to agree a 
collective position for the future Brexit 
negotiations with the EU.  The proposals will be 
published as a White Paper the following week. 

9 July 2018 David Davis resigns as Brexit Secretary, telling 
the BBC he felt the UK was “giving away too 
much and too easily” to the EU in the Brexit 
negotiations. 

Dominic Raab is appointed as the new Secretary 
of State for Exiting the European Union. 

Theresa May gives a statement to the House of 
Commons on leaving the EU. She outlines the 
Cabinet agreement made at Chequers, a 
proposal that forms a basis for progressing 
negotiations with the EU towards a new 
relationship after the UK leaves the EU on 29 
March 2019. 

12 July 2018 Dominic Raab gives a Statement to the House 
of Commons on the UK’s future relationship 
with the EU, tying in with the publication of the 
Government’s White Paper on the subject. 

Scottish Secretary David Mundell hosts an EU 
exit roundtable with business in Edinburgh, 
updating them on the UK Government’s 
proposals for exiting the EU. 

16-19 July 2018 Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

18 July 2018 Theresa May delivers a speech in Belfast, 
emphasising her personal commitment to the 
strength of the UK’s four nations and 
addressing Northern Ireland’s unique 
circumstances.  This includes remarks on the 
Belfast Agreement, power-sharing devolution 
and the border issue. 
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20 July 2018 The European Council (EU27 format) and the 
EU negotiator Michel Barnier assess the state of 
Brexit negotiations. 

Ministers discuss the work to finalise the 
withdrawal agreement, including a solution to 
the Irish border issue, as well as future EU-UK 
relations. 

24 July 2018 Dominic Raab gives a Statement to the House 
of Commons on the publication of the White 
Paper on Legislating for the Withdrawal 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
the European Union. 

24-26 July 2018 Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

14-16 August 
2018 

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt visits Finland, 
Latvia, Denmark and the Netherlands to 
continue talks with European partners ahead of 
the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. Mr Hunt 
meets his counterparts in all four countries. 

16-17 August 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

21-22 August 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

23 August 2018 The government publishes the first collection of 
technical notices providing guidance on how to 
prepare for a no-deal Brexit. 

In conjunction with this, Brexit Secretary 
Dominic Raab gives a speech on no-deal 
planning. 

29-31 August 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

4 September 2018 Dominic Raab makes a Statement to the House 
of Commons on Brexit negotiations and ‘no 
deal’ contingency planning. 

5-6 September 
2018 

Further UK-EU Article 50 negotiations. 

13 September 
2018 

The government publishes a further 28 
technical notices, providing guidance on how to 
prepare for a no-deal Brexit. 

19-20 September 
2018 

EU leaders hold an informal summit in Salzburg.  
On the evening of the first day, Theresa May 
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presents a 10-minute Brexit speech over dinner, 
insisting there could be no deal that splits the 
UK into two customs territories. 

21 September 
2018 

Theresa May gives an update on the state of the 
Brexit negotiations following the mixed 
response to her Chequers plan by EU leaders in 
Salzburg. 

24 September 
2018 

The Prime Minister holds a meeting with Guy 
Verhofstadt MEP in Downing St for an update 
on the Brexit negotiations and to discuss the 
two key outstanding issues in the negotiations: 
the future economic partnership and the 
Northern Ireland backstop. 

The government publishes a further 24 
technical notices, providing guidance on how to 
prepare for a no-deal Brexit. 

25 September 
2018 

Home Secretary Sajid Javid delivers a speech in 
Madrid on the future security relationship 
between the UK and the EU 

26 September 
2018 

Dominic Raab meets Gibraltar’s Chief Minister 
Fabian Picardo to discuss how they will work 
together during the Brexit negotiations. 

9 October 2018 The Secretary of State for Exiting the EU gives a 
Statement to the House of Commons, updating 
Members on progress in the negotiations to 
leave the EU and the Government’s planning for 
no-deal. 

12 October 2018 The government publishes a further 29 
technical notices, providing guidance on how to 
prepare for a no-deal Brexit. 

15 October 2018 Theresa May gives a Statement to the House of 
Commons on EU Exit negotiations. 

Later, the Prime Minister meets Scotland’s First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon to discuss the final 
stage of negotiations with the EU. 

A further meeting is held between Theresa May 
and Sinn Féin leaders to discuss issues relating 
to the backstop and wider border concerns. 

16 October 2018 Michel Barnier updates the European Council 
(EU27 format) on the most recent talks with the 
UK.  
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During the meeting, Michel Barnier explains 
that despite intense negotiating efforts, some 
key issues remain open, in particular the 
backstop to avoid a hard border between 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

17 October 2018 The European Council meets in an EU27 (Article 
50) format to discuss Brexit. 

Ahead of the meeting, Theresa May updates 
leaders on the UK perspective of negotiations. 

EU27 leaders reaffirm their full confidence in 
Michel Barnier and note that not enough 
progress has been achieved in the negotiations. 

19 October 2018 The Prime Minister addresses over 130 business 
leaders on progress in the Brexit negotiations, 
outlining her government’s intention to 
preserve the UK’s and EU’s frictionless access to 
each other’s markets for goods. 

22 October 2018 The Secretary of State for Exiting the EU delivers 
a statement on a Meaningful Vote. 

Theresa May gives a Statement to the House of 
Commons to update Members on the October 
European Council meeting. 

29 October 2018 UK Budget Day. In the last Budget before the 
UK leaves the EU, Chancellor Philip Hammond 
announces £500m for no-deal Brexit 
preparations. 

13 November 2018 The House of Commons holds an Opposition 
Day Debate on legal advice on the EU 
Withdrawal Agreement.  With a Parliamentary 
defeat looming, the Government instructs 
Conservative MPs not to vote against the 
motion; subsequently, the motion is passed 
without a vote.  This means the government 
must publish the Attorney-General’s legal 
advice in relation to the withdrawal agreement, 
including the backstop proposal. 

14 November 2018 The UK and the EU negotiating teams reach an 
agreement in principle on the Withdrawal 
Agreement. This establishes the terms of the 
UK’s departure on 29 March 2019. 

Following a Cabinet meeting, the Prime 
Ministers makes a statement to announce the 
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publication of the Withdrawal Agreement and 
the Outline Political Declaration. 

These publications are made available on the 
gov.uk website: Progress on the UK’s exit from, 
and future relationship with, the European 
Union. 

15 November 2018 Brexit Secretary Dominic Raab resigns from the 
Cabinet, citing his opposition to the Prime 
Minister’s draft Withdrawal Agreement.  Several 
other Ministers resign, including Suella 
Braverman (Junior Brexit Minister) and Esther 
McVey (Works and Pensions Secretary). 

Theresa May updates the House of Commons 
on the EU exit negotiations, taking and 
answering questions from Members for three 
hours. 

Upon returning to Downing St, the Prime 
Minister gives a statement insisting she will 
deliver a Brexit that works for the whole of the 
UK and provide a strong economy. 

The Prime Minister also meets with the Chief 
Minister of Gibraltar, Fabian Picardo, to discuss 
matters relating to Brexit. 

16 November 2018 Stephen Barclay is announced as the new 
Secretary of State for Exiting the European 
Union. 

19 November 2018 Theresa May delivers a speech to the 
Confederation of British Industry (CBI) ahead of 
a special European Council and outlines the 
Brexit outcomes the government expects to 
deliver. 

20 November 2018 Theresa May holds a meeting with First Minister 
of Scotland Nicola Sturgeon to discuss plans for 
the UK’s exit from EU. 

21 November 2018 Theresa May has a meeting with First Minister 
of Wales Carwyn Jones to discuss Brexit 
negotiations. She travels to Brussels for talks 
with European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker, to finalise the Brexit deal before 
the EU Summit on 25 November. 

22 November 2018 Theresa May delivers a short statement outside 
Downing St, saying the Brexit deal is now 
“within our grasp”. 
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Later, she delivers a statement to the House of 
Commons, updating Members on the progress 
of EU negotiations.  

25 November 2018 The government publishes a letter from the 
UK’s Permanent Representative to the EU on 
the territorial scope of the UK’s future 
agreements with the EU; and a letter from the 
Gibraltar government. 

Theresa May makes a statement at the EU 
Council. 

At the special European Council meeting, EU27 
leaders endorse the Brexit withdrawal 
agreement and approve the political declaration 
on future EU-UK relations. 

26 November 2018 The Prime Minister delivers a statement to the 
House of Commons on the Special European 
Council to finalise the UK’s negotiations to 
leave the European Union. 

29 November 2018 The Shadow Brexit Secretary, Keir Starmer, is 
granted an Urgent Question regarding 
publication of the Attorney General’s legal 
advice on the Withdrawal Agreement.  He 
suggests the government is withholding 
information after it announced it would publish 
a “full, reasoned, positions statement” but not 
the full legal advice on Brexit that it has 
received. 

30 November 2018 Attending the G20 Summit in Buenos Aires, 
Theresa May tells world leaders that the Brexit 
agreement reached with the EU is a ‘good deal’ 
for the global economy. 

3 December 2018 The Attorney General makes a statement to the 
House of Commons on the legal position of the 
Withdrawal Agreement.  

4 December 2018 MPs hold the first of a planned five days of 
debates on the Withdrawal Agreement and the 
UK-EU future relationship. 

5 December 2018 Following a Motion passed in the House of 
Commons, the Government publishes the 
Attorney General’s legal advice to Cabinet on 
the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland.  This is 
the full, final advice that the Attorney General 
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provided to Cabinet on 14 November on the 
legal effect of the Withdrawal Agreement. 

The Prime Minister has a telephone call with the 
Irish Taoiseach to discuss progress made in the 
Brexit negotiations, specifically the backstop 
and the UK’s commitment to the Good Friday 
Agreement. 

Day 2 of House of Commons debates on the 
Withdrawal Agreement and the future UK-EU 
relationship. 

Theresa May suffers three Brexit defeats in the 
Commons and the Government is also found to 
be in contempt of Parliament. 

6 December 2018 The Prime Minister announces the formation of 
five new business councils to advise on how to 
create the best business conditions in the UK 
post-Brexit.  

Day 3 of House of Commons debates on the 
Withdrawal Agreement and the future UK-EU 
relationship. 

10 December 2018 The CJEU issues its judgment on the Wightman 
case, finding unilateral revocation of Article 50 
TEU is a sovereign right for any Member State to 
pursue. 

The Prime Minister gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on Exiting the European 
Union and announces a delay to the Meaningful 
Vote, originally planned for the following day. 

Later, Stephen Barclays (Secretary of State for 
Exiting the EU) makes a statement to the House 
of Commons in response to the CJEU’s ruling 
on the Wightman Article 50 case. 

11 December 2018 The Chair of the Home Affairs Committee, 
Yvette Cooper, is granted an Urgent Question 
on the Government’s duty under Section 13 of 
the EU (Withdrawal) Act 2018 should no deal 
be reached by 21 January 2019. 

Junior Brexit Minister Robin Walker, responding 
to the Urgent Question, insists “the 
Government will ensure that the question 
whether to accept an agreement is brought 
back to this House before 21 January”, adding 
“If Parliament were to reject the deal, the 
Government would be required to make a 
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statement on our proposed next steps and table 
a motion in neutral terms on that statement”. 

The House of Commons later holds an 
opposition-led Emergency Debate on the 
Government’s management of the meaningful 
vote debate. 

12 December 2018 Sir Graham Brady, Chair of the 1922 
Committee, announces that enough Tory MPs 
have a requested a vote of confidence in 
Theresa May as Conservative leader. 

In the ballot later in the evening, Theresa May 
wins the vote of confidence by 200 to 117. 

13 December 2018 The European Council (meeting as EU27) adopts 
conclusions on Brexit, including further 
assurances on the Northern Ireland backstop. 

14 December 2018 Theresa May holds a press conference following 
the European Council meeting. 

17 December 2018 The Prime Minister gives a statement to the 
House of Commons, updating Members on the 
previous week’s European Council meeting. 

Later, in the House of Commons, the SNP 
makes an application to hold an Emergency 
Debate on UK-EU negotiations. The Speaker 
later gives a Statement to announce an 
emergency debate will be held the following 
day. 

18 December 2018 The SNP lead an Emergency Debate in the 
House of Commons on the current UK-EU Brexit 
negotiations. 

19 December 2018 Keir Starmer, Shadow Brexit Secretary, is 
granted an Emergency Debate on preparations 
for a no-deal Brexit. 

20 December 2018 The UK reaches agreements with the EEA EFTA 
states and Switzerland on withdrawal issues 
including citizens’ rights post-Brexit. 

2 January 2019 Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt delivers a speech 
to the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies in Singapore. Here, he outlines Britain’s 
position in South East Asia and looks ahead to 
the UK’s post-Brexit role. 
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3 January 2019 The Government publishes updated Brexit 
guidance for UK nationals living in the EU, in 
the absence of a withdrawal agreement. 

7 January 2019 Jeremy Corbyn is granted an Urgent Question in 
the House of Commons on legal changes to the 
EU Withdrawal Agreement and the timetable in 
the House for a Meaningful Vote. 

8 January 2019 MPs debate the Report Stage and Third Reading 
of the Finance (No. 3) Bill.  In a defeat for 
Theresa May, MPs approve an amendment (303 
votes to 296) that limits the government’s 
financial powers in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit. 

9 January 2019 In a further setback to the Prime Minister ahead 
of the start of five days of Brexit debates, the 
Speaker of the House of Commons allows an 
amendment to the business motion by Dominic 
Grieve, which is passed by 308 votes to 297. 
This amendment means that if the government 
loses the ‘meaningful vote’ on 15 January 2019, 
then the Prime Minister will then have to 
present a new ‘Plan B’ Brexit plan within three 
days. 

The House of Commons then commences the 
Brexit debates. 

10 January 2019 Day 2 of the Brexit debates on the EU 
Withdrawal Agreement. 

11 January 2019 Day 3 of the Brexit debates on the EU 
Withdrawal Agreement. 

14 January 2019 The Prime Minister gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on the further assurances 
and clarifications received from the European 
Union on the Northern Ireland protocol. 

Later, the Brexit debates on the EU Withdrawal 
Agreement continue with Day 4 of this series of 
debates. 

15 January 2019 Day 5 of the Brexit debates on the EU 
Withdrawal Agreement. 

The ‘Meaningful Vote’ takes place, with the 
government suffering a huge defeat, losing the 
vote by a majority of 230 (with 202 voting in 
favour of the Prime Minister’s Brexit deal and 
432 against). 
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Following this vote, Theresa May uses a point of 
order to set out how the Government intends 
to proceed. 

Responding to the Prime Minister, the Leader of 
the Opposition tables a motion of no 
confidence in the Government, with a vote on 
the motion to be held at 7pm the next day, 
following a debate. 
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6. The ‘Meaningful Vote’ – Boris 
Johnson becomes PM 

Key events 

16 January 2019: The Prime Minister wins a vote of confidence in the Government. 

21 January 2019: Theresa May presents the government’s ‘Plan B’ Brexit deal. 

29 January 2019: MPs debate the Prime Minister’s ‘Plan B’ deal, which is then approved 
following two amendments. 

14 February 2019: The government’s Brexit plan suffers a defeat in the House of Commons. 

26 February 2019: The Prime Minister promises MPs a vote on ruling out a no-deal Brexit or 
delaying Brexit if she loses the second ‘meaningful vote’ next month. 

12 March 2019: The Prime Minister loses the ‘Meaningful Vote 2’. 

13 March 2019: In a defeat for the Prime Minister, MPs vote to rule out a ‘no-deal Brexit’. 

14 March 2019: MPs approve the amended government’s motion, instructing the 
government to seek permission from the EU to extend Article 50. 

20 March 2019: The Prime Minister writes to European Council President Donald Tusk, asking 
to extend Article 50 until 30 June 2019. 

21 March 2019: Following a meeting of the European Council, EU27 leaders agree to grant an 
extension comprising two possible dates: 22 May 2019, should the Withdrawal Agreement gain 
approval from MPs next week; or 12 April 2019, should the Withdrawal Agreement not be 
approved by the House of Commons. 

27 March 2019: The Commons debates and votes on eight indicative votes, in an attempt to 
find a Brexit plan that wins the support of the majority of MPs.  All options are defeated. 

29 March 2019: The Prime Minister loses the ‘Meaningful Vote 3’. 

This was also the long-established date the UK was expected to leave the European Union.  
Following a House of Commons vote on 14 March 2019, the Government sought permission 
from the EU to postpone this date.  At a European Council meeting on 21 March 2019, EU27 
leaders agreed to delay Brexit. 

1 April 2019: In the second day of indicative votes, all four of the selected options are defeated. 

2 April 2019: The Prime Minister announces she will seek a further extension to the Article 50 
process and offers to sit down with the Leader of the Opposition, to finalise a deal that will win 
the support of MPs. 

5 April 2019: Theresa May formally writes to Donald Tusk, requesting a further extension to 
the Article 50 process to the end of June 2019. 

10 April 2019: The European Council meets.  The UK and EU27 agree to extend Article 50 until 
31 October 2019. 

21 May 2019: The Prime Minister unveils her new Brexit deal. 

23 May 2019: The UK votes in the European Parliament elections. 

23 July 2019: Boris Johnson wins the Conservative Party leadership race. 
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15 January 2019 The ‘Meaningful Vote’ takes place, with the 
government suffering a huge defeat, losing the 
vote by a majority of 230 (with 202 voting in 
favour of the Prime Minister’s Brexit deal and 
432 against). 

16 January 2019 In the House of Commons, MPs debate a 
motion of no confidence in the Government.  
The Prime Minister wins the vote of confidence 
(325 votes to 306) and then uses a point of 
order to pledge to work with Parliamentarians 
and other political parties in order to find 
solutions that will gain the support of the 
House. 

The Prime Minister later gives a statement at 
Downing Street, inviting all parties to come 
together to find a way forward. 

21 January 2019 Theresa May gives a statement to the House of 
Commons, presenting the government’s ‘Plan 
B’ and outlining the six key issues that have 
been at the centre of cross-party talks. 

23 January 2019 The Prime Minister meets with the First 
Ministers of Scotland and Wales as part of 
ongoing discussions to find a consensus around 
the terms of the UK’s exit from the EU. 

24 January 2019 In response to an Urgent Question, the Minister 
for Trade Policy gives a statement to the House 
of Commons on EU Free Trade Agreements. 

29 January 2019 The Prime Minister opens the House of 
Commons debate on her ‘Plan B’ deal. 
The Speaker selects seven amendments for 
debate, all of which are moved.  Two 
amendments are approved, indicating that a 
majority of MPs are a) against exiting the EU 
without a deal, and b) against the Northern 
Ireland backstop in its current form. 
Following the series of votes on the 
amendments, the main question (as amended) 
was put and agreed to. 
Theresa May uses a point of order to give her 
response to the evening’s votes and the 
amended Brexit deal. 

30 January 2019 European Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker and the EU’s Chief Negotiator on Brexit, 
Michel Barnier, give speeches at the Plenary 
session of the European Parliament, updating 
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MEPs on the Brexit negotiations and reaffirming 
their support for the Withdrawal Agreement. 

5 February 2019 The Prime Minister gives a speech in Belfast and 
outlines her thoughts on changing the Northern 
Ireland backstop and re-opening the 
Withdrawal Agreement in her negotiations with 
the EU. 

7 February 2019 Theresa May meets President Juncker in 
Brussels, to review the next steps in the Brexit 
process. 

President Juncker makes clear the EU27 will not 
reopen the Withdrawal Agreement, but 
expresses his openness to add wording to the 
Political Declaration. 

8 February 2019 The UK reaches an agreement with Norway, 
Iceland and Liechtenstein (the EEA EFTA states) 
to protect citizens’ rights in a ‘no deal’ scenario. 

12 February 2019 Theresa May gives a statement to the House of 
Commons on the “Government’s ongoing work 
to secure a Brexit deal that honours our 
commitments to the people of Northern Ireland, 
commands the support of Parliament, and can 
be negotiated with the EU”. 

The Prime Minister confirms that if there is no 
deal negotiated by 26 February 2019, then the 
government will make a statement on the same 
day and hold a debate on an amendable motion 
the following day (27 February 2019). 

The Prime Minister’s statement is repeated and 
debated in the House of Lords. 

13 February 2019 The International Trade Secretary (Dr Liam Fox 
MP) responds to an urgent question on the 
progress made in replicating trade agreements 
between the UK and third countries with which 
the EU has a trade agreement. 

Members of the House of Lords debate the 
government’s ongoing Brexit discussions. 

Baroness Smith of Basildon (the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lords) proposes a motion 
calling on the government to take all steps 
necessary to ensure that the UK does not leave 
the EU on 29 March without an agreement that 
has been fully ratified by both Houses of 
Parliament, and that – before the end of 
February 2019 – motions are moved which fulfil 
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the provisions under sections 13(1)(b) and (c) of 
the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018. 

The motion is agreed, with 155 votes in favour 
and 69 against. 

14 February 2019 Opening the Brexit debate, Stephen Barclay 
gives a statement to the House of Commons, 
asking for the continued support of the House 
in negotiating the UK’s exit from the EU, in 
accordance with the approach that won a 
majority of MPs on 29 January 2019. 

Several amendments to the governments 
motion are made, with the Speaker selecting 
three. 

The official Opposition amendment – aiming to 
set a deadline for another ‘meaningful vote’ – is 
defeated by 322 votes to 306. 

The SNP amendment – requiring that the 
Government immediately begin negotiations for 
an extension to Article 50 – is defeated by 315 
to 93. 

Anna Soubry’s amendment – requiring that the 
Government publish its most recent no-deal 
briefing documents – is withdrawn, after the 
government offers to release ‘no deal’ 
information. 

The unamended motion sees the government 
defeated by a majority of 45, losing by 303 
votes to 258. 

20 February 2019 The Prime Minister and President Juncker meet 
to discuss the Northern Ireland backstop and 
commit to avoiding a hard border on the island 
of Ireland. 

25 February 2019 The UK signs an agreement with Switzerland to 
protect citizens’ rights after the UK leaves the 
EU. 

The Labour Party announces it will be prepared 
to back a second referendum if its withdrawal 
plan is rejected by MPs this week. 

26 February 2019 Theresa May gives a statement to the House of 
Commons, promising MPs a vote on delaying 
the UK’s departure from the EU or ruling out a 
no-deal Brexit, if she loses the second 
‘meaningful vote’ next month. 
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The Prime Minister’s statement is repeated and 
debated in the House of Lords. 

27 February 2019 David Lidington (Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office) 
leads a House of Commons debate on the UK’s 
withdrawal from the EU. 

The Speaker selects five amendments to the 
government’s motion.  MPs divide three times 
during the debate and a fourth amendment 
passes without a division. 

The Opposition amendment – laying out 
support for Labour’s alternative Brexit plan – is 
defeated by 323 votes to 240. 

The SNP amendment – stating that the UK 
should not leave the EU without a deal “under 
any circumstances” – is defeated by 324 votes 
to 288. 

Alberto Costa’s amendment – guaranteeing the 
citizens’ rights part of the withdrawal 
agreement be implemented even if there is no 
deal – is approved without division. 

Yvette Cooper’s amendment – noting the Prime 
Minister’s statement that she will return to the 
House of Commons in March for a series of 
votes on her deal, the prospect of leaving 
without a deal, and extending Article 50 – is 
passed by 502 votes to 20. 

Meanwhile, members of the House of Lords 
debate a motion “to take note of the further 
discussions with the European Union under 
Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union”. 

6 March 2019 During a debate on the Trade Bill in the House 
of Lords, the government is defeated over an 
amendment that would oblige Britain to seek to 
remain in a customs union with the EU post- 
Brexit, by 207 votes to 141. 

8 March 2019 The Prime Minister delivers a Brexit speech in 
Grimsby and writes an article in the Grimsby 
Telegraph, asking MPs to support her in next 
week’s Meaningful Vote.  Referring to her Brexit 
deal, she writes: 

Back it, and the UK will leave the 
European Union. Reject it and we do 
not know what the consequences will 
be. We may not leave the EU for many 
months; we may leave without the 
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protections that the deal provides; or 
we may never leave at all. 

11 March 2019 Junior Brexit Minister Robin Walker responds to 
an Urgent Question on legal changes to the EU 
Withdrawal Agreement. 

Theresa May travels to Strasbourg to meet Jean-
Claude Juncker and Michel Barnier.  In a 
statement following the meeting, the Prime 
Minister says she has secured “legally binding” 
changes to her Brexit deal. 

On the eve of the second Meaningful Vote, 
David Lidington gives a statement to the House 
of Commons on Exiting the European Union. 

12 March 2019 The Attorney-General gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on his “legal opinion on 
the joint instrument and unilateral declaration 
concerning the withdrawal agreement”, 
published the previous evening. 

The Prime Minister open a House of Commons 
debate on the European Union (Withdrawal) 
Act.  

Following the debate, the ‘Meaningful Vote 2’ 
vote takes place.  The government suffers a 
large defeat, losing the vote by a majority of 
149 (with 242 voting in favour of the Prime 
Minister’s Brexit deal and 391 against). 

Following this vote, Theresa May uses a point of 
order to express her disappointment in the 
outcome of the vote and confirms she will open 
the debate the next day on whether to take 
‘no-deal’ off the negotiating table. 

Further to the PM’s announcement, the Leader 
of the House makes a short business statement,  
outlining the business for the following day and 
the remainder of the week. 

13 March 2019 In a statement to the European Parliament 
Plenary Session, Michel Barnier says “last night's 
vote in the House of Commons prolongs and 
worsens the major uncertainty that was created 
almost three years ago now by the sovereign 
decision – which we respect but regret –of the 
United Kingdom to leave the European Union.”  
He adds that it is the UK’s responsibility to find 
way out of the impasse in negotiations.   
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Looking ahead to House of Commons votes 
over the next couple of days, Barnier says: “It 
will be for the British government to tell us – I 
hope positively – how it wishes to proceed, to 
finally bring together a constructive majority for 
a proposal. It is the UK’s responsibility to tell us 
what it wants for our future relationship, what 
its choice is, what its clear line is” 

MPs again debate the UK’s Withdrawal from 
the European Union.   

The Speaker selects two amendments to the 
Government’s motion, both of which go to a 
division. 

Dame Caroline Spelman’s amendment (moved 
by Yvette Cooper) – ruling out a ‘no-deal Brexit’ 
at any time – is passed by 312 votes to 308. 

While this result demonstrates the will of MPs, it 
is not a binding amendment and does not 
definitively rule out a no-deal Brexit. 

Damian Green’s amendment (known as the 
‘Malthouse Compromise’) – setting out the 
process for a managed no-deal – is rejected by a 
majority of 210, with 164 votes in favour and 
374 against. 

The day’s final vote sees MPs voting on the 
government’s amended no-deal Brexit motion: 
“That this House rejects the United Kingdom 
leaving the European Union without a 
Withdrawal Agreement and a Framework for 
the Future Relationship”.  The motion is passed 
by 321 votes to 278. 

Following this vote, the Prime Minister uses a 
point of order to acknowledge MPs have 
provided a clear majority against leaving the EU 
without a deal, but reaffirms her view that “the 
deal on the table is indeed the only deal 
available.”  She confirms that the Government 
will bring forward a motion tomorrow on 
whether the House supports seeking to agree 
an extension to Article 50 with the EU. 

This is confirmed in a short business statement 
by the Leader of the House. 

14 March 2019 MPs debate the UK’s Withdrawal from the EU.   

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-03-13/debates/31D9EDE0-5E57-4491-81E7-77DD7C279DBE/UK%E2%80%99SWithdrawalFromTheEuropeanUnion
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-03-13/debates/31D9EDE0-5E57-4491-81E7-77DD7C279DBE/UK%E2%80%99SWithdrawalFromTheEuropeanUnion
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/626
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/627
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/627
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/628
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-03-13/debates/31D9EDE0-5E57-4491-81E7-77DD7C279DBE/UK%E2%80%99SWithdrawalFromTheEuropeanUnion#contribution-E745BEE3-CBE0-4369-AE22-C7DBE09DB5B4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-03-13/debates/97E79AD6-C9F5-48B3-9AFC-92E277CA4B6A/BusinessOfTheHouse
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-03-14/debates/74319E9E-D222-474C-8182-34997A16C472/UK%E2%80%99SWithdrawalFromTheEuropeanUnion


50 Brexit timeline: events leading to the UK’s exit from the European Union 

The Speaker selects five amendments to the 
government’s motion, four of which go to 
division. 

Dr Sarah Wollaston’s amendment – requesting 
an extension of Article 50 in order for a second 
referendum to take place – is rejected by 334 
votes to 85. 

Lucy Powell’s amendment (itself an amendment 
to Hilary Benn’s amendment) – specifying that 
any extension to the Brexit process should end 
by 30 June 2019 – is defeated by three votes: 
314 to 311. 

Hilary Benn’s amendment – allowing MPs to 
take control of the Parliamentary business on 20 
March, potentially to hold indicative (non-
binding) votes – is narrowly rejected, by 314 
votes to 312.  

Jeremy Corbyn’s Opposition amendment – 
rejecting both the Prime Minister’s deal and a 
‘no-deal’ Brexit, while also seeking an extension 
of Article 50 to allow time to find a different 
approach – is defeated by 318 votes to 302. 

Chris Bryant’s amendment – saying the 
Government cannot bring the same deal to MPs 
for a third ‘Meaningful Vote’ – is not moved. 

The day’s final vote sees MPs voting on the 
government’s amended motion – to seek 
permission from the EU to delay Brexit beyond 
29 March 2019.  This motion is passed by 413 
votes to 202. 

15 March 2019 Theresa May issues a Written Statement, noting 
the motions of the House of Commons over the 
previous two days and confirming that “the 
Government will now seek to agree an 
extension with the EU”. 

The Statement also states: 

As soon as possible following 
agreement at the EU level [expected 
during the European Council meeting 
on 21-22 March] the we will bring 
forward the necessary legislation to 
amend the definition of exit day in 
domestic legislation. This statutory 
instrument will be laid, before it is 
made, under section 20(4) of the EU 
(Withdrawal) Act 2018. 

This legislation is subject to the draft 
affirmative procedure and so would 
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need to be actively approved in each 
House. The legislation would give effect 
to any agreement with the EU on an 
extension, so would not be laid before 
Parliament until that agreement had 
been reached. 

17 March 2019 In an article for the Sunday Telegraph, the Prime 
Minister writes: “The patriotic thing for MPs to 
do is vote for my Brexit deal”. 

18 March 2019 The Speaker of the House of Commons makes a 
statement in the Chamber, ahead of a third 
‘Meaningful Vote’ that is expected over the 
coming days. 

In this statement, the Speaker says a further 
meaningful vote would be ruled out of order if 
the motion was “the same or substantially the 
same”, concluding: 

If the Government wish to bring 
forward a new proposition that is 
neither the same nor substantially the 
same as that disposed of by the House 
on 12 March, that would be entirely in 
order. What the Government cannot 
legitimately do is to resubmit to the 
House the same proposition or 
substantially the same proposition as 
that of last week, which was rejected 
by 149 votes. This ruling should not be 
regarded as my last word on the 
subject; it is simply meant to indicate 
the test which the Government must 
meet in order for me to rule that a third 
meaningful vote can legitimately be 
held in this parliamentary Session. 

Later, the Speaker grants an Urgent Question 
on the Government’s plans in relation to the 
Article 50 period extension procedure. 

20 March 2019 The Prime Minister writes to European Council 
President Donald Tusk, asking for an extension 
of the Article 50 period until 30 June 2019. 

In Prime Minister’s Questions, Theresa May 
updates the House on the planned extension to 
Article 50 and a third ‘meaningful vote’, saying: 

I have this morning written to President 
Tusk, the President of the European 
Council, informing him that the UK 
seeks an extension to the article 50 
period until 30 June.  

The Government intend to bring 
forward proposals for a third 
meaningful vote. If that vote is passed, 
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the extension will give the House time 
to consider the withdrawal agreement 
Bill. If not, the House will have to 
decide how to proceed. But as Prime 
Minister I am not prepared to delay 
Brexit any further than 30 June. 

Following PMQs, Brexit Minister Chris Heaton-
Harris responds to an Urgent Question on no-
deal Brexit preparations.  

The House of Commons later holds an 
opposition-led Emergency Debate on extending 
Article 50. 

Donald Tusk issues a statement following 
Theresa May’s Brexit extension request, saying: 

I believe that a short extension will be 
possible, but it will be conditional on a 
positive vote on the withdrawal 
agreement in the House of Commons. 
We cannot give up seeking - until the 
very last moment - a positive solution. 

In the evening the Prime Ministers delivers a 
statement from Downing St, setting out her 
hopes for the forthcoming Brexit negotiations. 

21 March 2019 The European Council meets in Brussels, with 
an extension to Article 50 a key part of the 
agenda. 

The Prime Minister makes her case in a 90-
minute presentation, before the remaining 
EU27 leaders hold discussions late into the 
night. 

After eight hours of talks, the European Council 
agrees to an extension of Article 50, meaning 
Brexit will no longer happen on 29 March 2019. 

The European Council conclusions explain: 

The European Council agrees to an 
extension until 22 May 2019, provided 
the Withdrawal Agreement is approved 
by the House of Commons next week. 
If the Withdrawal Agreement is not 
approved by the House of Commons 
next week, the European Council 
agrees to an extension until 12 April 
2019 and expects the United Kingdom 
to indicate a way forward before this 
date for consideration by the European 
Council. 

Following the conclusion of discussions, the 
Prime Minister delivers a statement at the 
European Council. 
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Donald Tusk later remarks on the outcome of 
the talks. 

22 March 2019 Matthew Pennycook is granted an Urgent 
Question regarding the extension to the Article 
50 process agreed at the European Council. 

The UK’s Permanent Representative to the EU 
writes to Donald Tusk, confirming the 
agreement to extend Article 50.  The European 
Council adopts a Decision on the extension. 

25 March 2019 The Prime Minister gives a statement to the 
House of Commons, following the European 
Council. 

Later, David Lidington leads a House of 
Commons debate on a motion relating to 
Section 13(4) of the European Union 
(Withdrawal) Act. 

The Speaker selects three amendments to the 
government’s motion. 

The Opposition amendment – calling on the 
government “to provide sufficient parliamentary 
time this week for this House to find a majority 
for a different approach” – is not moved. 

Oliver Letwin’s amendment – calling for 
Commons business on 27 March to be set aside 
for a series of indicative votes – is passed by 329 
votes to 302. 

Margaret Beckett’s amendment – saying that if 
“no-deal” is ever a week away, MPs must either 
approve a no-deal or the Prime Minister be 
asked to seek another, longer extension – is 
narrowly defeated by 314 votes to 311. 

The main motion (as amended) was passed by 
327 votes to 300. 

27 March 2019 Speaking in a debate in the European 
Parliament, following the recent European 
Council meeting, Donald Tusk says “12 April is 
the new cliff—edge date. Before that day, the 
UK still has a choice of a deal, no deal, a long 
extension or revoking Article 50”. 

MPs debate a Business of the House motion 
providing for today’s indicative votes debate.  
The motion passes by 331 votes to 287. 
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The Speaker selects eight motions to be put to 
an ‘indicative vote’ and MPs debate these 
motions. 

Early in the evening, when addressing the 1922 
Committee, Theresa May suggests she will 
stand down before the second stage of Brexit 
negotiations (on the future UK-EU relationship), 
reportedly telling Conservative MPs: 

I have heard very clearly the mood of 
the parliamentary party. I know there is 
a desire for a new approach - and new 
leadership – in the second phase of the 
Brexit negotiations and I won’t stand in 
the way of that. 

Later, while the indicative votes are recorded, 
MPs debate the statutory instrument changing 
the date of Brexit as set out in the EU 
(Withdrawal) Act.  The SI is approved in the 
Commons, with 441 votes in favour and 105 
against. 

The results of the eight indicative votes are 
announced: 

John Baron’s “No deal” motion – proposing 
leaving the EU without a deal on 12 April – is 
defeated by 400 votes to 160.  

Nick Boles’s “common market 2.0” motion – 
allowing continued participation in the Single 
Market and a “comprehensive customs 
arrangement” with the EU post-Brexit (until the 
agreement of a wider trade deal guaranteeing 
frictionless movement of goods and an open 
border in Ireland) – is defeated by 283 votes to 
189. 

George Eustice’s “EFTA and EEA” motion – 
proposing remaining within the EEA and re-
joining EFTA, but remaining outside a customs 
union with the EU – is defeated by 377 votes to 
64. 

Ken Clarke’s “Customs union” motion – 
requiring a commitment to negotiate a 
“permanent and comprehensive UK-wide 
customs union with the EU” in any Brexit deal – 
is defeated by 271 votes to 265. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s “Labour’s alternative plan” 
motion – proposing a close economic 
relationship with the EU – is defeated by 307 
votes to 237. 
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Joanna Cherry’s “Revocation to avoid no deal” 
motion – requiring the government to stage a 
vote on a no-deal Brexit two sitting days before 
the scheduled date of departure, should the 
government not have passed its withdrawal 
agreement; if MPs then refuse to authorise no-
deal, the prime minister is required to halt Brexit 
by revoking Article 50 – is defeated by 293 
votes to 184. 

Margaret Beckett’s “Confirmatory public vote” 
motion – requiring a public vote to confirm any 
Brexit deal passed by Parliament before its 
ratification – is defeated by 295 votes to 268. 

Marcus Fysh’s “Contingent preferential 
arrangements” motion – calling for the 
government to seek to agree preferential trade 
arrangements with the EU if the UK is unable to 
implement a withdrawal agreement – is 
defeated by 422 votes to 139. 

28 March 2019 Andrea Leadsom (Leader of the House of 
Commons) announces the House will sit on 29 
March to debate the government’s Brexit deal. 

29 March 2019 Writing for the Washington Post, the Foreign 
Secretary (Jeremy Hunt) says the UK will retain 
all the capabilities of a global power post-Brexit. 

MPs debate the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. 

At the close of the debate, the government 
loses a vote on the motion (‘Meaningful Vote 3’ 
– or MV 2.5, as it has also been called) by 344 
votes to 286. 

Following this vote, Theresa May uses a point of 
order to outline the implications of the votes. 

1 April 2019 MPs debate Oliver Letwin’s business motion for 
the indicative votes process.  This later passes by 
322 votes to 277. 

The Speaker selects four motions to be put to 
an ‘indicative vote’ and MPs debate these 
motions. 

Meanwhile, in Westminster Hall, MPs debate a 
series of e-petitions relating to leaving the 
European Union. 

Later, the results of the four indicative votes are 
announced: 
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Ken Clarke’s “Custom union” motion – 
requiring any Brexit plan to include a 
commitment to negotiate a “permanent and 
comprehensive UK-wide customs union with 
the EU” – is narrowly defeated by 276 votes to 
273. 

Nick Boles’s “Common Market 2.0” motion – 
proposing UK membership of EFTA and the EEA 
and allowing continued participation in the 
Single Market and a “comprehensive customs 
arrangement” with the EU post-Brexit, including 
a “UK say” on future EU trade deals – is 
defeated by 282 votes to 261. 

Peter Kyle’s “Confirmatory public vote” motion 
– requiring a public vote to confirm any Brexit 
deal passed by Parliament before its ratification 
– is defeated by 292 votes to 280. 

Joanna Cherry’s ”Parliamentary Supremacy” 
motion – seeking an extension to the Brexit 
process or, should this not be possible, 
providing for Parliament to choose between 
either ‘no deal’ or revoking Article 50 – is 
defeated by 292 votes to 191. 

2 April 2019 Yvette Cooper’s European Union (Withdrawal) 
(No. 5) Bill – seeking to further extend Article 50 
– has its First Reading in the House of 
Commons. 

Following a lengthy Cabinet meeting, the Prime 
Minister makes a statement from Downing 
Street, announcing that she will seek a further 
extension of Article 50 and offering to sit down 
with the Leader of the Opposition in order to 
agree a Brexit plan that will win parliamentary 
approval. 

3 April 2019 At the European Parliament’s plenary session, 
President Juncker gives a speech to update 
MEPs on the Brexit negotiations. 

MPs debate the business motion for the day’s 
proceedings in the Commons.  This is to allow 
MPs to pass the Commons stages of Yvette 
Cooper’s bill by 10pm and provide time for 
further debate when it returns from the House 
of Lords. 

Hilary Benn’s amendment – to allow a further 
series of indicative votes the following Monday 
– goes to division.  The result is a tie with 310 
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votes on each side; citing precedence, the 
Speaker uses his casting vote to side with the 
noes.  This final vote is, therefore, 311 against 
and 310 in favour. 

The main business motion – setting out the 
arrangements to the afternoon’s debate on the 
Cooper bill – is then passed by a majority of 
one: 312 votes to 311. 

Yvette Cooper’s European Union (Withdrawal) 
(No. 5) Bill passes its Second Reading debate by 
315 votes to 310.   

The Bill goes to its next stage: Committee of the 
whole House. 

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister holds formal 
discussions with the Leader of the Opposition. 

Back in the Chamber, George Eustice’s 
amendment – preventing the government from 
being forced to hold a vote if the European 
Council proposes an extension date that is 
different than that requested by Parliament – is 
defeated by 313 votes to 304. 

The Government’s amendment – ensuring the 
bill does not limit the power of the Brexit 
secretary in seeking an Article 50 extension – 
suffers a heavy defeat, with 400 votes against 
the amendment and 220 in favour. 

Amendment 1 – limiting any extension to 22 
May 2019 – is defeated by 488 votes to 123. 

The bill passes its Third Reading by just one 
vote: 313 to 312. 

4 April 2019 The European Union (Withdrawal) (No. 5) Bill 
passes its First and Second Readings in the 
House of Lords. 

The government and opposition hold further 
talks on breaking the Brexit impasse. 

5 April 2019 Theresa May writes to Donald Tusk, asking for a 
further extension to Article 50 until 30 June 
2019.  The letter also states the Government is 
making preparations should the UK have to 
take part in the forthcoming European 
Parliament elections. 

6 April 2019 The Prime Minister gives a speech on the Brexit 
negotiations.  She announces a further visit to 
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https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/673
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-04-03/debates/5F15A794-4045-4A04-A714-1FED79C45726/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)(No5)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-04-03/debates/5F15A794-4045-4A04-A714-1FED79C45726/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)(No5)Bill
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https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/676
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/678
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2019-04-04/debates/8B5CAC89-2D17-42B2-A774-8A051869F688/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)(No5)Bill
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/793058/PM_letter_to_His_Excellency_Mr_Donald_Tusk__1_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-words-on-brexit-negotiations-6-april-2019
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Brussels to seek another short extension to 
Article 50. 

7 April 2019 Theresa May releases a video statement from 10 
Downing Street.  She says Brexit must be 
delivered and that Parliament must pass a 
withdrawal deal for that to happen. 

8 April 2019 The Cabinet Office confirms that the 
government has taken the necessary legal step 
for EP elections to be held in the UK. It has laid 
a statutory instrument called a Day of Poll 
Order.  This provides returning officers with a 
date to hold potential European parliamentary 
elections, though participation in EP elections is 
not inevitable.  The Day of Poll Order sets the 
date for EP elections as Thursday 23 May. 

The government and opposition hold further 
talks on breaking the Brexit impasse. 

The European Union (Withdrawal) (No. 5) Bill 
passes its Committee Stage and Third Reading 
in the House of Lords.   

The Bill returns to the House of Commons for 
consideration of Lords amendments.  MPs pass 
this bill, designed to prevent a no-deal Brexit. 

The Bill later receives Royal Assent, becoming 
the European Union (Withdrawal) (No. 5) Act.  

9 April 2019 EU ministers attend a meeting of the EU’s 
General Affairs Council in Luxembourg, with 
Brexit on the agenda ahead of European 
Council on 10 April. 

Ahead of the European Council, the Prime 
Minister meets German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel for a working lunch in Berlin and they 
discuss the UK’s request for an extension to 
Article 50. 

Later the Prime Minister flies to Paris for talks 
with French President Emmanuel Macron. 

In the House of Commons, MPs debate the 
motion backing the Prime Minister’s plan to 
request an Article 50 extension. This debate is a 
consequence of Yvette Cooper’s bill being 
passed on 9 April. 

The Government wins the vote on requesting 
an Article 50 extension until 30 June by a 
majority of 310: 420 votes to 110. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fC3WYPxM2oY
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2019-04-08/debates/E5721F07-C978-4590-ABB5-1E5A6B1C4590/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)(No5)Bill
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2019-04-08/debates/8727CAF4-A54B-420E-94EB-020750E64938/RoyalAssent
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-president-macron-9-april-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-president-macron-9-april-2019
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-04-09/debates/15456C0A-6BBB-4BA9-A029-2FBA6DECC7D1/Section1OfTheEuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Act2019
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/682
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Donald Tusk writes to EU leaders, asking them 
to offer the UK a flexible extension to the 
Article 50 process of up to one year. 

10 April 2019 European Council meeting. Theresa May asks 
for an extension of Article 50 until the end of 
June.  The Council then meets in an EU27 
format to discuss the Prime Minister’s proposal. 

The UK and EU27 later agree a further 
extension of Article 50 until 31 October 2019 
but with the possibility of leaving earlier if the 
Withdrawal Agreement is ratified by both 
parties before this date. The Conclusions 
adopted by the European Council are published.  
In addition to the revised Brexit date, the 
conclusions state: 

If the UK is still a Member of the EU on 
23-26 May 2019 and if it has not 
ratified the Withdrawal Agreement by 
22 May 2019, it must hold the 
elections to the European Parliament in 
accordance with Union law. If the 
United Kingdom fails to live up to this 
obligation, the withdrawal will take 
place on 1 June 2019. 

At the close of the European Council, the Prime 
Minister delivers a statement to the press. 

11 April 2019 The Government publishes a letter confirming 
its agreement to extend Article 50. 

Later, Theresa May gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on the European Council 
outcomes.  

1 May 2019 Theresa May gives evidence to the Liaison 
Committee, with Brexit dominating the session. 

2 May 2019 In response to an Urgent Question, the 
Secretary of State for Transport (Chris Grayling) 
gives a statement to the House of Commons on 
no deal Brexit preparations for cross-channel 
ferries and freight services. 

3 May 2019 In local elections, the Conservatives lose over 
1,000 councillors and control of several 
councils.  Labour suffers some losses, while the 
Liberal Democrats are up by 705 and the 
Greens increase their tally by 194 councillors.  
Independents also fare well, gaining 660 council 
seats. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/04/09/invitation-letter-by-president-donald-tusk-to-the-members-of-the-european-council-art-50-ahead-of-their-special-meeting-on-10-april-2019/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/39042/10-euco-art50-conclusions-en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-the-european-council-11-april-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmation-of-uk-government-agreement-to-extend-article-50
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-04-11/debates/B19151AB-0F7F-45B3-BE73-C708977E64AD/EuropeanCouncil
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-04-11/debates/B19151AB-0F7F-45B3-BE73-C708977E64AD/EuropeanCouncil
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https://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/liaison/PM-session-transcript/Oral-evidence-from-the-Prime-Minister-1-May-2018.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-05-02/debates/79D7AFDE-9CAB-4F09-931B-9946E54DA606/No-DealBrexitCross-ChannelFreight
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-05-02/debates/79D7AFDE-9CAB-4F09-931B-9946E54DA606/No-DealBrexitCross-ChannelFreight
http://researchbriefings.intranet.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8566
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7 May 2019 Cabinet Office Minister David Lidington 
confirms the UK will take part in European 
Parliament elections on 23 May. 

14 May 2019 Downing Street confirms the government will 
bring forward legislation to implement the 
Brexit withdrawal agreement in the week 
commencing 3 June. 

Brexit Secretary Steve Barclay publishes an open 
letter regarding the Withdrawal Agreement, in 
response to John Redwood’s earlier open letter 
to the Attorney General Geoffrey Cox.  The 
Brexit Secretary’s letter is used as a further 
opportunity to explain the Withdrawal 
Agreement. 

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt gives a speech at 
the Lord Mayor’s Banquet, covering: Brexit, the 
UK's role afterwards, and UK foreign policy 
priorities to make the world safer, healthier and 
wealthier. 

16 May 2019 At a meeting of the 1922 Committee, Theresa 
May agrees to set a timetable for her departure 
as Prime Minister, following a vote on her Brexit 
bill in early June. 

17 May 2019 The Leader of the Opposition calls off the cross-
party Brexit negotiations after six weeks of talks. 

21 May 2019 The Prime Minister delivers a speech on her new 
Brexit deal. This ‘New Brexit Deal’ includes a 
ten-point offer to MPs.  These are: 

1 the Government will seek to conclude 
Alternative Arrangements to replace the 
Ireland/Northern Ireland backstop by 
December 2020, so that it never needs to 
be used. 

2 a commitment that, should the backstop 
come into force, the Government will 
ensure that Great Britain will stay aligned 
with Northern Ireland. 

3 the negotiating objectives and final 
treaties for our future relationship with 
the EU will have to be approved by MPs. 

4 a new Workers’ Rights Bill that 
guarantees workers’ rights will be no less 
favourable than in the EU. 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/may/14/brexit-talks-to-continue-as-cabinet-sets-summer-deadline-to-quit-eu
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/801694/Secretary_of_State_Letter_to_Redwood.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/801694/Secretary_of_State_Letter_to_Redwood.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/lord-mayors-banquet-2019-foreign-secretarys-speech
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/lord-mayors-banquet-2019-foreign-secretarys-speech
https://twitter.com/tnewtondunn/status/1129020750688661504/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1129020750688661504&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fpolitics%2Flive%2F2019%2Fmay%2F16%2Fbrexit-latest-news-theresa-may-1922-faces-showdown-with-1922-committee-over-timetable-for-her-resignation-live-news%3Fpage%3Dwith%253Ablock-5cdd6c6d8f08ea3978d87d4b
https://labour.org.uk/press/jeremy-corbyn-says-brexit-compromise-talks-government-gone-far-can/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-speech-on-new-brexit-deal-21-may-2019
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5 there will be no change in the level of 
environmental protection when we leave 
the EU. 

6 the UK will seek as close to frictionless 
trade in goods with the EU as possible 
while outside the Single Market and 
ending free movement. 

7 we will keep up to date with EU rules for 
goods and agri-food products that are 
relevant to checks at the border, 
protecting thousands of jobs that depend 
on just-in-time supply chains. 

8 the Government will bring forward a 
customs compromise for MPs to decide 
on to break the deadlock. 

9 there will be a vote for MPs on whether 
the deal should be subject to a 
referendum. 

10 there will be a legal duty to secure 
changes to the political declaration to 
reflect this new deal. 

22 May 2019 Theresa May gives a statement to the House of 
Commons on her new Brexit deal: Leaving the 
European Union. 

23 May 2019 The UK votes in the European Parliament 
elections. 

24 May 2019 Theresa May announces she will resign on 7 
June.  In a statement outside Downing St, she 
lists some of her government’s achievements 
and admits: “It is, and will always remain, a 
matter of deep regret to me that I have not 
been able to deliver Brexit.” 

26 May 2019 The results of the European Parliament elections 
come in.  The Brexit Party wins the most votes 
in the UK, securing 29 seats with 31.6% of the 
vote. 

[Commons Briefing Paper “European Parliament 
elections 2019: results and analysis” provides 
detailed analysis on the EP election results in the 
UK and across Europe.] 

12 June 2019 MPs debate a motion on Leaving the EU: 
Business of the House, a cross-party move 
designed to give MPs an opportunity to pass 
legislation aimed at blocking a no-deal Brexit. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-05-22/debates/3A0B2FC5-86DF-484B-B8BE-9B28DF8F5ED7/LeavingTheEuropeanUnion
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-05-22/debates/3A0B2FC5-86DF-484B-B8BE-9B28DF8F5ED7/LeavingTheEuropeanUnion
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-in-downing-street-24-may-2019
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8600
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8600
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-06-12/debates/7DEE05D1-6F67-4137-89C7-F6F53CFC5B1F/LeavingTheEUBusinessOfTheHouse
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The motion is later defeated, with 309 
Members voting against the motion and 298 in 
favour. 

The European Commission publishes a 
document outlining the preparations and 
contingency measures in case the UK leaves the 
EU without a deal. 

18 June 2019 Alberto Costa MP is granted an Urgent 
Question on progress made by the government 
in seeking an agreement on EU and British 
citizens’ rights; in particular the protection of 
British citizens’ rights in the EU in the event of 
no deal. 

20-21 June 2019 European Council meeting takes place. 

24 June 2019 The Prime Minister makes a statement to 
Parliament on the previous week’s European 
Council meeting. 

2 July 2019 The first sitting of the new European 
Parliament. 

The European Council selects Charles Michel as 
the next President of the European Council (for 
the period 1 December 2019 to 31 May 2022), 
succeeding Donald Tusk. 

16 July 2019 Ursula von der Leyen is confirmed as the 
European Commission’s first female president, 
to replace Jean-Claude Juncker when he steps 
down on 31 October. 

23 July 2019 Boris Johnson wins the Conservative Party 
leadership race, securing 92,153 votes to 
Jeremy Hunt’s 46,656. 

https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/689
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/689
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/689
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:40eadc58-8dc8-11e9-9369-01aa75ed71a1.0016.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2019/06/20-21/
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/16/ursula-von-der-leyen-elected-first-female-european-commission-president
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7. Boris Johnson becomes PM – 
Brexit Day (31 January 2020) 

Key events 

24 July 2019: Boris Johnson formally takes over as Prime Minister. 

25 July 2019: Prime Minister Johnson makes a statement in the House of Commons and 
commits to the October date for Brexit and – while hoping for a renegotiation of the 
Withdrawal Agreement – refuses to rule out the possibility of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit. 

4 September 2019: With the Commons passing Hilary Benn’s European Union (Withdrawal) 
(No. 6) Bill, the Prime Minister moves a motion to hold an early General Election.  The motion 
is defeated. 

9 September 2019: The Benn bill becomes law: the European Union (Withdrawal) (No. 2) Act 
2019 and parliament prorogues.1 

24 September 2019: The Supreme Court passes a unanimous judgment that the decision to 
prorogue Parliament was unlawful.  The Speaker of the House of Commons announces that 
the House will sit again the next day. 

3 October 2019: The Prime Minister delivers a statement to the Commons, outlining the 
Government’s proposals for a new Brexit deal. 

8 October 2019: The Government publishes the No-Deal Readiness Report, detailing the UK's 
preparedness ahead of Brexit on 31 October. 

19 October 2019: A rare Saturday sitting of Parliament. The Prime Minister presents his new 
Brexit deal, but is defeated when the Letwin amendment is passed.  The PM later writes to 
Donald Tusk, in accordance with the Benn Act, to ask for a Brexit extension. 

21 October 2019: The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill is introduced to 
Parliament. 

22 October 2019: The EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill passes its second reading, but the 
programme motion setting out the timetable is defeated.  The PM pauses the legislation. 

28 October 2019: EU Ambassadors agree to a Brexit extension to 31 January 2020. The Prime 
Minister confirms the UK’s agreement to this extension. 

30 October 2019: The Government introduces the Early Parliamentary General Election Bill, 
which sets the date for a General Election to take place on 12 December. The Bill completes 
its Commons stages. 

12 December 2019: General Election results in Conservative Party majority.  The Prime 
Minister pledges “to get Brexit done” by 31 January 2020. 

19 December 2019: The Government publishes the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill. 

 
 

 
1  Following a Supreme Court decision on 24 September that it was unlawful for the 

Prime Minister to prorogue Parliament, the Speaker announced on 25 September 
that the Official Journal would be amended to record that Parliament had simply 
adjourned. 
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23 January 2020: The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2020 becomes law, 
having received Royal Assent.  This is the legislation that will implement the withdrawal 
agreement negotiated by the UK and the EU. 

31 January 2020: At 11pm the UK leaves the European Union and enters the transition 
period. 

 

24 July 2019 Following an audience with HM The Queen, 
Boris Johnson formally becomes the Prime 
Minister.  Speaking outside 10 Downing St, he 
commits to taking the UK out of the EU on 31 
October. 

25 July 2019 Prime Minister Boris Johnson makes a 
statement in the House of Commons on the 
priorities for this new Government.  He 
commits to the 31 October date for Brexit and 
– while hoping for a renegotiation of the 
Withdrawal Agreement – refuses to rule out 
the possibility of a ‘no deal’ Brexit. 

Parliament later rises for the summer recess. 

28 July 2019 Writing in the Sunday Times, Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster Michael Gove outlines the 
importance of preparing for a no-deal Brexit. 

30 July 2019 Boris Johnson speaks to Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar and says that the British Government 
is steadfast in its commitment to the Belfast 
(Good Friday) Agreement and will never put 
physical checks or infrastructure on the 
Northern Ireland border.  The Prime Minister 
also make clear that the UK will leave the EU 
on 31 October, no matter what. 

31 July 2019 Sajid Javid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
announces £2.1bn for no-deal Brexit 
preparations. 

11 August 2019 Writing in the Sunday Telegraph, Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab outlines his ‘vision for 
a truly global Britain’. 

18 August 2019 Brexit Secretary Steve Barclay signs the official 
commencement order to repeal the European 
Communities Act 1972 and end the jurisdiction 
of European laws on 31 October 2019. 

19 August 2019 Boris Johnson speaks to Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar, to share perspectives on the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/boris-johnsons-first-speech-as-prime-minister-24-july-2019
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-07-25/debates/D0290128-96D8-4AF9-ACFD-21D5D9CF328E/PrioritiesForGovernment
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/michael-gove-no-deal-is-a-very-real-prospect-we-must-ensure-we-are-ready-0flpkxkc3
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-taoiseach-varadkar-30-july-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-announces-billions-to-turbo-charge-no-deal-preparations
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-truly-global-future-awaits-us-after-brexit-dominic-raab
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/brexit-secretary-signs-order-to-scrap-1972-brussels-act-ending-all-eu-law-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-taoiseach-varadkar-of-ireland-19-august-2019
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Withdrawal Agreement and on Northern 
Ireland. 

The Prime Minister writes to EU Council 
President Donald Tusk.  Here, the PM outlines 
his first proposal – since he took office – for 
how the Brexit deal might be renegotiated and 
how the backstop might be replaced. 

21 August 2019 Boris Johnson travels to Berlin for talks with 
Angela Merkel. 

The German Chancellor suggests an alternative 
to the Irish border backstop could be found 
within 30 days. 

22 August 2019 The Prime Minister meets President Macron in 
Paris. 

2 September 2019 Hilary Benn publishes the text of the European 
Union (Withdrawal) (No. 6) Bill, presented with 
support from opposition parties and some 
Conservatives. 

The bill sets two new deadlines: 

19 October 2019 – the date by which the 
Prime Minister would have to either: get MPs 
to pass a withdrawal agreement; get MPs to 
pass a motion agreeing to a no-deal Brexit; 
write to the EU requesting an extension to 
article 50. 

The text of the letter that would have to be 
sent to the president of the European council 
requesting an extension is set out in a schedule 
to the bill and contains the second deadline: 

31 January 2020 – the new date for the UK’s 
withdrawal from the EU, if the extension 
proposed in the bill were granted by the EU. 

The bill says Brexit could happen sooner, if 
both sides agree a deal after 19 October but 
before 31 January.  It does not, however, say 
what would happen if there were still no 
agreement by the end of January. 

Speaking outside 10 Downing St, the Prime 
Minister commits to the UK leaving the EU on 
31 October 2019. 

3 September 2019 Parliament returns from the Summer Recess. 

Oliver Letwin is granted an Emergency Debate 
on European Union (Withdrawal).  The motion 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pm-letter-to-donald-tusk-19-august-2019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-49427674
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-49427007
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0433/19433.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0433/19433.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-2-september-2019
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-09-03/debates/C4B0BE00-2E57-4FA4-8958-CD6F37711635/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)
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is passed and allows opposition MPs (with 
support from some Conservatives) to take 
control of Commons business, in order to pass 
Hilary Benn’s European Union (Withdrawal) 
(No. 6) Bill. 

MPs later back the motion to allow a debate 
on the Benn bill tomorrow by 328 votes to 
301. 

21 Tory MPs vote with the opposition and later 
have the whip removed. 

Following the vote, the Prime Minister uses a 
Point of Order to confirm the government will 
be tabling a motion under the Fixed-term 
Parliaments Act 2011, to hold a general 
election should the Benn bill be passed by the 
Commons tomorrow. 

4 September 2019 MPs debate the European Union (Withdrawal) 
(No. 6) Bill and the bill passes its Second 
Reading and Committee stages. 

Following this, the Prime Minister moves a 
motion to hold an early General Election.  The 
motion is defeated. [Although a majority voted 
in favour (298 votes to 56), this is below the 
required number of votes (434) under the 
Fixed-term Parliaments Act 2011.] 

5 September 2019 The House of Lords debate the European 
Union (Withdrawal) (No. 6) Bill, where it passes 
the Second Reading. 

6 September 2019 The Benn bill passes its remaining stages in the 
Lords and then returns to the Commons. 

9 September 2019 Boris Johnson visits Dublin for talks with his 
Irish counterpart, Leo Varadkar, on how to 
break the stalemate over a solution to the 
backstop. 

Having completed its Parliamentary stages, the 
Benn bill becomes law: the European Union 
(Withdrawal) (No. 2) Act 2019. 

At the close of the day’s business, parliament 
‘prorogues’.2  

 
 

 
2  Following a Supreme Court decision on 24 September that it was unlawful for the 

Prime Minister to prorogue Parliament, the Speaker announced on 25 September 
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2019-09-05/debates/0AB50141-B0D1-4B6B-B9CA-92D27BD7E06C/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)(No6)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2019-09-06
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2019/26/enacted/data.htm
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11 September 2019 The Court of Session in Scotland rules that the 
Prime Minister’s decision to prorogue 
parliament for five weeks was unlawful. 

The government publishes Operation 
Yellowhammer, the document outlining the 
possible consequences of a no-deal Brexit. 

14-17 September 
2019  

The Liberal Democrat Party conference takes 
place. 

16 September 2019 The Prime Minister meets with President 
Juncker in Luxembourg.  The Brexit Secretary 
and Michel Barnier are also in attendance. 

Luxembourg’s Prime Minister, Xavier Bettel, 
later criticises Boris Johnson’s approach to 
Brexit, at what was supposed to be a press 
conference for both leaders (the British PM 
pulled out of the conference.) 

17 September 2019 The Supreme Court in London begins a three-
day hearing into a case brought by Gina Miller, 
arguing that to prorogue Parliament in the 
current circumstances is “an unlawful abuse of 
power”. 

18 September 2019 The European Parliament holds a debate on 
Brexit. 

MEPs adopt a resolution confirming the new 
European Parliament’s support for the current 
EU approach ahead of the next European 
Council summit in October. 

19 September 2019 Brexit Secretary Steve Barclays gives a speech at 
an event in Madrid. He reiterates the 
government’s hopes to reach a Brexit 
agreement and addresses the Northern Ireland 
backstop. 

21-25 September 
2019 

The Labour Party conference takes place. 

22 September 2019 Writing in the Sunday Telegraph, the Foreign 
Secretary looks ahead to a post-Brexit UK and 
says the country is leading by example as a 
force for good in the world. 

 
 

 
that the Official Journal would be amended to record that Parliament had simply 
adjourned. 

https://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/docs/default-source/cos-general-docs/pdf-docs-for-opinions/2019csih49.pdf?sfvrsn=0
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24 September 2019 The Supreme Court passes a unanimous 
judgment into Gina Miller’s case, ruling “the 
decision to advise Her Majesty to prorogue 
Parliament was unlawful because it had the 
effect of frustrating or preventing the ability of 
Parliament to carry out its constitutional 
functions without reasonable justification.” 

The Speaker of the House of Commons 
welcomes the Supreme Court decision and 
announces that the Commons will sit at 
11:30am the following day.  

The Prime Minister says he strongly disagrees 
with the judgment, and that “we in the UK will 
not be deterred from getting on and delivering 
on the will of the people to come out of the 
EU  on October 31st”. 

25 September 2019 Parliament sits once again.  Opening 
proceedings in the Commons, Speaker Bercow 
announces that the chamber had been 
adjourned since 9 September and not 
prorogued:  

I will arrange for the citation for that 
judgment to be entered in the Journal 
of this House and accordingly direct 
that the item relating to the 
Prorogation of Parliament in the 
Journal of Monday 9 September is 
expunged and the House is instead 
recorded as adjourned at the close of 
the business. I instruct the Clerk to 
correct the Journal accordingly and to 
record the House to have adjourned at 
the close of business on Monday 9 
September until today. 

Michael Gove, Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, later gives a statement on the 
government’s Brexit preparations and the steps 
being taken to be ready for any eventuality: 
Brexit Readiness: Operation Yellowhammer. 

In the evening, the Prime Minister makes a 
statement to the House, following the 
Supreme Court ruling the previous day. 

26 September 2019 Ian Murray MP is granted an Urgent Question, 
to ask the Prime Minister if he will make a 
statement on compliance with the European 
Union (Withdrawal) (No. 2) Act 2019. 

MPs later reject a government motion to allow 
a short Adjournment period for the 

https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2019-0192-judgment.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-hudson-yards-business-event-24-september-2019
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-09-26/debates/4BFC992D-7B89-467B-9042-0B8345943D39/ComplianceWithTheEuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)(No2)Act2019
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Conservative Party Conference to take place 
when the Commons was not sitting. The 
motion is negatived with 289 votes in favour of 
the motion and 306 against. 

29 September –  
2 October 2019 

The Conservative Party conference takes place. 

1 October 2019 A licensing authority is set up jointly by the 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
Fisheries Authorities (UKFAs) to ensure UK 
fishermen have the correct licences to fish 
legally in Norwegian, Faroese and EU seas after 
Brexit, in line with any negotiated agreements. 

2 October 2019 The Government publishes two documents 
setting out the Prime Minister’s plan for an 
alternative to the backstop: a letter to Jean-
Claude Juncker and an explanatory note. 

3 October 2019 The Prime Minister delivers a statement to the 
Commons, outlining the Government’s 
proposals for a new Brexit deal that will 
“honour the result of the referendum and 
deliver Brexit on 31 October”.  The PM also 
addresses the situation for Northern Ireland. 

At a press conference in Stockholm, Ireland’s 
Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, identifies two ‘major 
obstacles‘ with Boris Johnson’s plan:  

The first is the proposal on customs. I 
don’t fully understand how we can 
have Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland in a separate 
customs union and somehow avoid 
there being tariffs and checks and 
customs posts between North and 
South. We need to tease that through. 

Secondly, the issue of consent and 
democracy is important. I said before 
any consent mechanism must reflect 
the views of the majority of people of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland and no 
one party, not my party, not Sinn Fein, 
not the DUP, should be in a position to 
veto what would be the will of the 
majority of Northern Ireland or Ireland. 

He adds: 

I think if we end up in a no-deal 
scenario, it may be the case that we 
have to live with no deal for a period 
of time. Ireland will do what is 
necessary to protect the single market 
and ensure our place in the single 

https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/718
https://commonsvotes.digiminster.com/Divisions/Details/718
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukfas-prepare-licensing-for-commercial-fishing-in-non-uk-waters-after-brexit
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/836029/PM_letter_to_Juncker.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/836116/Explanatory_Note_Accessible.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-03/debates/585F872D-9372-4448-A32F-5CEC0FD49FB7/BrexitNegotiations
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-03/debates/585F872D-9372-4448-A32F-5CEC0FD49FB7/BrexitNegotiations
https://extra.ie/2019/10/03/news/brexit/leo-varadkar-obstacles-brexit-plan
https://extra.ie/2019/10/03/news/brexit/leo-varadkar-obstacles-brexit-plan
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market is protected, protecting our 
jobs and economy and prosperity.’ 

Mr Varadkar concluded: ‘Having to do 
that for a period of time while we 
negotiate a deal or while we pursue 
other solutions is very different to an 
Irish Government actually signing up in 
an international treaty putting in place 
checks between North and South and 
that is something that we can not 
contemplate.’ 

7 October 2019 Keir Starmer MP is granted an Urgent 
Question, asking if the Brexit Secretary will 
make a statement on when the Government 
intends to publish the full legal text of the 
proposed changes to the withdrawal 
agreement and political declaration. 

8 October 2019 Michael Gove delivers a statement to the 
House of Commons, outlining the 
Government’s preparations for leaving the EU. 

Meanwhile, the Government publishes the No-
Deal Readiness Report detailing the UK's 
preparedness ahead of Brexit on 31 October. 

The House prorogues at the close of the day’s 
business. 

9 October 2019 A European Parliament plenary session takes 
place.  Jean-Claude Juncker and Michel Barnier 
update MEPs on Brexit during a debate ahead 
of next week’s European Council: Preparation 
of the European Council meeting of 17 and 18 
October 2019. 

10 October 2019 Boris Johnson and Leo Varadkar engage in 
three hours of Brexit talks in Liverpool. They 
later release a statement saying “they agreed 
that they could see a pathway to a possible 
deal”. 

13-15 October 
2019 

The Scottish National Party conference takes 
place. 

14 October 2019 State Opening of Parliament. In the Queen’s 
Speech, Her Majesty says: 

My Government’s priority has always 
been to secure the United Kingdom’s 
departure from the European Union 
on 31 October. My Government 
intends to work towards a new 
partnership with the European Union, 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-07/debates/6CCB91CE-9DF6-4E0A-9062-41A188D38967/WithdrawalAgreementProposedChanges
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2019-10-14/debates/DCABDCE1-F2BA-44DB-8530-70A5CEC897C5/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
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based on free trade and friendly co-
operation. 

My Ministers will work to implement 
new regimes for fisheries, agriculture 
and trade, seizing the opportunities 
that arise from leaving the European 
Union. 

17-18 October 
2019 

Meeting of the European Council. 

17 October 2019 In the House of Commons, MPs agree that 
Parliament should sit on Saturday 19 October 
to debate the Prime Minister’s new Brexit deal. 

The Prime Minister holds a press conference at 
the European Council, following the 
announcement of a new Brexit deal. 

19 October 2019 Boris Johnson gives a statement to the House 
of Commons on his new deal. 

The Speaker selects Sir Oliver Letwin’s 
amendment for debate, as well as Peter Kyle’s 
amendment to the second motion. 

The Letwin amendment passes by 322 votes to 
306. Following this vote, the Prime Minister 
uses a point of order to set out how the 
Government intends to proceed.  He says:  

I continue in the very strong belief that 
the best thing for the UK and the 
whole of Europe is for us to leave with 
this new deal on 31 October. 

[…] 

Next week, the Government will 
introduce the legislation needed for us 
to leave the EU with our new deal on 
31 October. 

In the evening, the Prime Minister writes to 
European Council president Donald Tusk, in 
accordance with the Benn Act.  In fact, a total 
of three letters are sent: an unsigned 
photocopy of the request he was obliged to 
send under the Benn Act; an explanatory letter 
from the UK’s ambassador to the EU; and a 
personal letter explaining why Downing Street 
does not want an extension. 

21 October 2019 The Speaker of the House of Commons makes 
a statement in the Chamber, ruling that the 
motion tabled by the government for debate 
today “is the same in substance as that which 
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was decided on Saturday [19 October],” 
adding, “Page 397 of “Erskine May” is clear 
that such a motion ‘may not be brought 
forward again during that same session.’” 

Jeremy Corbyn is granted an Urgent Question, 
asking if the Prime Minister will make a 
statement on the publication of the European 
Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill and his 
letter of 19 October to the European Council 
seeking an extension to the period provided 
under Article 50. 

Michael Gove then gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on preparations for 
leaving the EU. 

The Government later introduces the European 
Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill to 
Parliament, with the Leader of the House 
setting out the proposed three-day timetable 
for the passage of the Bill. 

22 October 2019 The EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill passes its 
Second Reading in the House of Commons by 
329 votes to 299. 

The subsequent Programme Motion setting out 
the timetable for the Bill is then rejected by 
322 votes to 308. 

Following this vote, the Prime Minister 
announces he will pause the legislation but will 
still aim to fulfil Brexit on 31 October, saying: 

The first consequence is that the 
Government must take the only 
responsible course and accelerate our 
preparations for a no-deal outcome. 
Secondly, however, I will speak to EU 
member states about their intentions 
and, until they have reached a 
decision, we will pause this legislation. 

Let me be clear: our policy remains 
that we should not delay and that we 
should leave the EU on 31 October. 
That is what I will say to the EU, and I 
will report back to the House. One 
way or another, we will leave the EU 
with this deal, to which this House has 
just given its assent, and I thank 
Members across the House for that 
hard-won agreement. 

28 October 2019 After a meeting of EU Ambassadors, European 
Council President Donald Tusk announces that 
the EU27 have agreed to a Brexit extension to 
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31 January 2020, with the option for the UK to 
leave earlier if a deal is ratified. 

The Prime Minister writes a letter to Donald 
Tusk, confirming the UK’s formal agreement to 
this extension. 

29 October 2019 The Prime Minister moves a motion to hold an 
early General Election.  The motion is defeated. 
[Although a majority voted in favour (299 votes 
to 70), this is below the required number of 
votes (434) under the Fixed-term Parliaments 
Act 2011.] 

30 October 2019 Ministers approve the European Union 
(Withdrawal) Act 2018 (Exit Day) (Amendment) 
(No. 3) Regulations 2019, officially changing 
the date of “exit day” to 31 January 2020. 

The government introduces the Early 
Parliamentary General Election Bill which sets 
the date for a General Election to take place on 
12 December.  

The Bill completes its Commons stages and 
moves to the Lords.  

12 December 2019 General Election in the UK. 

The Conservative Party wins an overall majority, 
taking 365 seats, with the Labour Party second 
on 202 seats. 

[Commons Briefing Paper “General Election 
2019: full results and analysis” analyses the 
results of the 2019 General Election. It provides 
maps, charts and tables showing winners, 
votes, vote shares and turnout by party, region 
and constituency.] 

12-13 December 
2019 

Meeting of the European Council.   

EU27 leaders discuss Brexit and call for a timely 
ratification and effective implementation of the 
withdrawal agreement.  They also reconfirm 
their aim of establishing as close as possible a 
future relationship with the UK. 

13 December 2019 In a statement outside 10 Downing St, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson pledges ‘to get Brexit 
done’ by 31 January 2020. 

19 December 2019 State Opening of Parliament. In the Queen’s 
Speech, Her Majesty says: 
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My Government’s priority is to deliver 
the United Kingdom’s departure from 
the European Union on 31 January. 
My Ministers will bring forward 
legislation to ensure the United 
Kingdom’s exit on that date, and to 
make the most of the opportunities 
that this brings for all the people of 
the United Kingdom. 

Thereafter, my Ministers will seek a 
future relationship with the European 
Union based on a free trade 
agreement that benefits the whole of 
the United Kingdom. They will also 
begin trade negotiations with other 
leading global economies. 

The Government publishes the European Union 
(Withdrawal Agreement) Bill. 

20 December 2019 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill passes its Second Reading in the House of 
Commons by 358 votes to 234. 

7 January 2020 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill has its first day in Committee Stage in the 
House of Commons. 

8 January 2020 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill has its second day in Committee Stage in 
the House of Commons and later passes to the 
Third Reading. 

The Prime Minister meets with European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen at 
Downing St.  

Ursula von der Leyen later gives a speech at the 
LSE on 'Old friends, new beginnings: building 
another future for the EU-UK partnership'. 

9 January 2020 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill passes the Third Reading stage and moves 
to the House of Lords. 

Michel Barnier delivers a speech in Sweden and 
says the EU will continue to prepare for a 
possible no-deal Brexit at the end of 2020. 

13 January 2020 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill passes its Second Reading in the House of 
Lords. 

14 January 2020 The first day of the Committee Stage of the 
European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill 
in the House of Lords. 

15 January 2020 The House of Lords debates day two of the 
European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill’s 
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committee stage. 

16 January 2020 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill has its third day in Committee Stage in the 
House of Lords and later passes to the Third 
Reading. 

20 January 2020 Peers debate the first day of the Report Stage 
of the European Union (Withdrawal 
Agreement) Bill. 

Boris Johnson suffers his first defeat on the Bill 
when Lord Oates’ amendment – providing for 
EU nationals living in the UK to get a physical 
document showing they have the right to be in 
the country – passes by 269 votes to 229. 

21 January 2020 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill has its second day in Report Stage in the 
House of Lords.  The Bill later passes its Third 
Reading and is returned to the Commons with 
amendments. 

22 January 2020 MPs debate the Lords amendments to The 
European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill 
and vote to remove each amendment. 
Peers then debate and accept these changes. 

EU27 ambassadors endorse transparency 
principles for the post-Brexit negotiations. 

23 January 2020 The European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill receives Royal Assent and becomes an Act 
of Parliament: the European Union 
(Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2020. 

This is the legislation that will implement the 
withdrawal agreement negotiated by the UK 
and the EU. 

24 January 2020 EU Presidents Charles Michel and Ursula von 
der Leyen sign the withdrawal agreement in 
Brussels.  

Later, the document is signed by Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson in London. 

29 January 2020 The European Parliament approves the Brexit 
deal. 

30 January 2020 The Withdrawal Agreement is ratified by the 
EU. 

31 January 2020 At 11pm, the UK leaves the European Union 
and enters a transition period that is due to run 
until the end of the year. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-16/debates/E966FD8D-C2B9-4BBE-88FF-739E13BE367C/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-16/debates/3B88FEAD-25EC-4DA0-8344-EAFC0EA3FFAE/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-20/debates/396570D8-4F9D-431B-B907-3CE6AEE077F1/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-20/division/F2DDB355-05A8-4BA4-827B-F0AD10ED7308/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill?outputType=Names
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-21/debates/EE4D93F9-2E96-4491-B70E-10EF7A648601/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-21/debates/0B422782-6258-4FF1-B915-3BA5D6A494A8/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-21/debates/84B94A0E-5545-44CD-8055-32CE232201FC/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-21/debates/84B94A0E-5545-44CD-8055-32CE232201FC/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-22/debates/7D35E1A9-CB17-4503-A8AF-8E8E30169A95/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-22/debates/09CDAC60-2C06-47CB-A373-99C52693E758/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/XT-21010-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/XT-21010-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-23/debates/14692F26-1508-41E7-A595-0C6A9ED58FC7/RoyalAssent
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/1/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/1/contents/enacted
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/30/brexit-council-adopts-decision-to-conclude-the-withdrawal-agreement/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/30/brexit-council-adopts-decision-to-conclude-the-withdrawal-agreement/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/30/brexit-council-adopts-decision-to-conclude-the-withdrawal-agreement/
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8. Brexit Day – present (10 June 
2020) 

Key events 

1 February 2020: The transition period begins. 

2-5 March 2020: First round up UK-EU future relationship negotiations. 

20-24 April 2020: Second round up UK-EU future relationship negotiations.  

11-15 May 2020: Third round up UK-EU future relationship negotiations.  

2-5 June 2020: Fourth round up UK-EU future relationship negotiations. 

 

1 February 2020 The transition period begins. 

3 February 2020 In a Written Statement, the Prime Minister sets 
out the Government’s proposed approach to 
the negotiations with the EU about the future 
relationship. 

27 February 2020 Michael Gove, Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, makes a statement in the House of 
Commons on the Government’s approach to 
the UK’s future relationship with the European 
Union. 

The Government publishes a paper on The 
Future Relationship with the EU The UK’s 
Approach to Negotiations. 

2-5 March 2020 The first round of UK-EU future relationship 
negotiations take place. 

30 March 2020 The Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee 
meets for the first time by teleconference, co-
chaired by Michael Gove and European 
Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič. 

20-24 April 2020 The second round of UK-EU future relationship 
negotiations take place. 

28 April 2020 In a Written Statement, Michael Gove sets out 
the discussion points from the second round of 
UK-EU future relationship negotiations. 

11-15 May 2020 The third round of UK-EU future relationship 
negotiations take place. 

19 May 2020 In response to an Urgent Question, Michael 
Gove updates the House of Commons on 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2020-02-03/HCWS86/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-02-27/debates/779EF8F4-67B0-4CD2-90E0-37DC33CAD528/EuropeanUnionFutureRelationship
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-02-27/debates/779EF8F4-67B0-4CD2-90E0-37DC33CAD528/EuropeanUnionFutureRelationship
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868874/The_Future_Relationship_with_the_EU.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868874/The_Future_Relationship_with_the_EU.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868874/The_Future_Relationship_with_the_EU.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-meeting-of-the-withdrawal-agreement-joint-committee
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2020-04-28/HCWS209/
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negotiations on the UK’s future relationship 
with the EU. 

In a Written Statement, Michael Gove sets out 
the discussion points from the third round of 
UK-EU future relationship negotiations. 

20 May 2020 The Government publishes its approach to 
implementing the Northern Ireland Protocol, 
setting out how the UK will meet its 
obligations under the Protocol – upholding 
Northern Ireland’s place in the UK and 
respecting the Belfast (Good Friday) 
Agreement. 

Michael Gove also gives a statement to the 
House of Commons on the subject: Northern 
Ireland Protocol: UK Approach. 

2-5 June 2020 The fourth round of UK-EU future relationship 
negotiations take place. 

4 June 2020 MPs debate the EU’s mandate for negotiating 
a new partnership with the UK. 

9 June 2020 In response to an Urgent Question, Paymaster 
General Penny Mordaunt updates the House of 
Commons on the fourth round of negotiations 
on the future relationship with the EU. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-05-19/debates/8B490C6C-8D82-4CE7-A7C9-117014BEB813/FutureRelationshipWithTheEUNegotiations
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-05-19/debates/8B490C6C-8D82-4CE7-A7C9-117014BEB813/FutureRelationshipWithTheEUNegotiations
https://www.parliament.uk/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2020-05-19/HCWS245
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-publishes-its-approach-to-the-northern-ireland-protocol
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-05-20/debates/07EBAEC6-2593-4969-9A2C-C115FBEEDBBF/NorthernIrelandProtocolUKApproach
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-05-20/debates/07EBAEC6-2593-4969-9A2C-C115FBEEDBBF/NorthernIrelandProtocolUKApproach
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-06-04/debates/E1CB3A8B-A97C-4683-AB39-B8B7676CDB8D/EU-UKPartnershipEU%E2%80%99SMandate
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-06-04/debates/E1CB3A8B-A97C-4683-AB39-B8B7676CDB8D/EU-UKPartnershipEU%E2%80%99SMandate
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-06-09/debates/15289EEB-6109-4D70-AAFF-7EE7C8ED11C2/FutureRelationshipWithTheEU
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9. Future timetable 

Key events 

30 June 2020: Deadline for the UK to request an extension of the transition period beyond 
2020. 

31 December 2020: Date in law for the transition period to end. 

 

There is some uncertainty about the timing of events in this section and some are indicative 
only. 

 

June 2020 The Political Declaration states that both the 
UK and the EU will convene at a high level to 
“take stock of progress with the aim of 
agreeing actions to move forward in 
negotiations on the future relationship.” 

30 June 2020 The deadline for the UK to request an 
extension of the transition period beyond 
2020.  The government has legislated to 
prohibit an extension being requested. 

July-October 2020 Further UK-EU negotiating rounds? 

October 2020 The EU hopes to conclude negotiations ahead 
of the European Council summit on 15-16 
October, to provide sufficient time to ratify any 
agreement in both the European Parliament 
and the British parliament. 

15-16 October European Council summit 

31 October 2020 Taking into account the time needed to ratify a 
deal, Michel Barnier has stated a full legal text 
would be needed by this date – at the latest. 

November-
December 2020 

Conclusion/ratification of agreement? 

23-26 November 
2020 

Possible dates for European Parliament consent 
vote on UK-EU agreement. 

31 December 2020 Unless there is a decision to extend it, this is 
when the transition period established by the 
Withdrawal Agreement will end. 

If a trade deal is not in place, the UK will fall 
back on to WTO rules. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_20_1017
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1 January 2021 New agreement on UK-EU relations could 
enter into force (if an agreement has been 
reached and ratified by the end of 2020). 
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